
[image: image1.jpg]



CNAS-RI01

Rules for the Accreditation of Inspection Bodies
China National Accreditation Service for Conformity Assessment (CNAS)
Table of Content
2Foreword


31 Scope


32 Normative references


33 Terms and Definitions


44 Accreditation conditions


55 Accreditation flow


55.1 Initial accreditation


55.1.1 Intent of application


55.1.2 Formal application and acceptance


65.1.3 Document review


65.1.4 Establishing the assessment team


75.1.5 Onsite assessment


85.1.6 Accreditation appraisal


95.1.7 Issuing certificate and publication


105.2 Extending and reducing accreditation scopes


105.2.1 Extending accreditation scopes


105.2.2 Reducing accreditation scopes


115.3 Surveillance assessment


125.3.1 Scheduled surveillance assessment


125.3.2 Non-scheduled surveillance assessment


135.4 Reassessment


146 Requirements on application acceptance


177 Accreditation assessment requirements


188 Special requirements for accreditation of multi-site inspection bodies


188.1 Management system


198.2 Application and acceptance


198.3 Accreditation assessment


198.4 Accreditation certificate


209 Requirements for changes to accreditation


209.1 Changes to accredited inspection bodies


219.2 Changes to accreditation rules and accreditation criteria


2110 Accreditation suspension, recovery, withdrawal and cancellation


2110.1 Accreditation suspension


2210.2 Accreditation recovery


2210.3 Accreditation withdrawal


2310.4 Accreditation cancellation


2411 Rights and obligations


2411.1 Rights and obligations of CNAS


2511.2 Rights and obligations of inspection bodies




Foreword
China National Accreditation Service (Abbreviated in English as CNAS) carries out accreditation work according to relevant state laws & regulations and international standards. It sticks to the principles of being objective & impartial, scientific & standardized, authoritative & credible, incorruptible and efficient. Accreditation rules are important for guaranteeing the impartiality and standardization of CNAS accreditation work. This document is based on CNAS Constitution (CNAS-J01).
This document stipulates the procedure and requirements for the operation of CNAS inspection body accreditation system, including accreditation conditions, accreditation flow, requirements for application acceptance, assessment requirements, special requirements for accreditation of multi-site inspection bodies, change requirements, suspension, recovery, withdrawal and cancellation of accreditation and rights and obligations of CNAS and inspection bodies.
The contents in this document are mandatory.
The notes in this document are the interpretations and explanations of the clauses.
The annex to this document is informative.
This document was developed in 2007, went through the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th revisions respectively in 2011, 2014, 2015 and 2016. This revision is mainly based on the changes to ISO/IEC17011：2017 Conformity assessment-General requirements for accreditation bodies accrediting conformity assessment bodies.  
Rules for the Accreditation of Inspection Bodies
1 Scope
This document sets the procedural rules that shall be followed by CNAS and the parties related to inspection body accreditation activities. 
2 Normative references
The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.
CNAS-J01 CNAS Constitution
    GB/T27000 Conformity assessment - Vocabulary and general principles (IDT ISO/IEC 17000) 
    GB/T27011 Conformity assessment – General requirements for accreditation bodies accrediting conformity assessment bodies (IDT ISO/IEC 17011)
 CNAS-R01 Rules for the Use of Accreditation Symbols and Reference to Accreditation
    CNAS-R02 Rules for impartiality and confidentiality
 CNAS-R03 Rules on Handling Appeals, Complaints and Disputes
 CNAS-RL02 Rules on Proficiency Testing
    CNAS-RL03 Rule for Accreditation Fees for Laboratories and Inspection Bodies
CNAS-RL04 Rules on Accepting Accreditation Application from Cross-frontier Laboratories and Inspection Bodies
3 Terms and Definitions
For the purpose of this document, relevant terms in GB/T27000 (IDT ISO/IEC 17000) and GB/T27011 (IDT ISO/IEC 17011) and the following apply:
3.1 Accreditation conditions: All the requirements that an applicant must meet in order to get accredited.
3.2 Applicant: body seeking accreditation.
3.3 Inspection body: body performing inspection activities.
3.4 Cancellation of accreditation: The process of cancelling an accreditation when an accredited body requests to no longer maintain its accreditation on a voluntary basis or fails to renew its accreditation upon the expiry of its accreditation.
3.5 Recovery of accreditation: The process of maintaining the accreditation of an accredited body, which has taken effective corrective actions within the deadline specified by CNAS after its accreditation is suspended and such actions have been validated by CNAS.
3.6 Authorized signatory: Personnel accredited by CNAS to sign reports or certificates bearing accreditation symbols/combined symbols.
3.7 Proficiency testing: Evaluation of participant’s proficiency against pre-established criteria by means of interlaboratory comparisons. (Source: ISO/IEC 17043:2010, 3.7)
3.8 Surveillance assessment: Scheduled or nonscheduled assessments arranged by CNAS within the period of validity of accreditation in order to verify whether an accredited body continues to meet the conditions of accreditation.
3.9 Accreditation appraisal: Review of the accreditation assessment conclusions and relevant information conducted in accordance with the accreditation rules and criteria to decide whether to grant, maintain, expand, reduce, suspend and withdraw accreditation.
3.10 Observer: personnel assigned by CNAS for performing onsite observation of assessment activities for particular purposes (but not participating in assessment work).
3.11 Multi-site inspection body: inspection body having multiple critical locations under one legal entity (group).
4 Accreditation conditions
Upon the precondition of complying with relevant state laws & regulations and being honest and trustworthy, an applicant requests accreditation on a voluntary basis. CNAS only carries out assessment of and makes accreditation decision on the accreditation scopes stated in the application of the applicant according to the requirements of relevant accreditation criteria. An applicant has to meet the following conditions in order to obtain accreditation:
a) being or part of a legal entity and possessing the capacity for assuming legal liabilities;
    b) conforming to accreditation criteria and application guidance (where applicable) published by CNAS;
c) abiding by relevant provisions of CNAS accreditation normative documents and fulfilling relevant obligations;
5 Accreditation flow
5.1 Initial accreditation
5.1.1 Intent of application
An applicant may express intent of application to CNAS by any means, such as visit, telephone call, fax or other electronic communication means. Where necessary, CNAS Secretariat shall ensure that the applicant is able to obtain the latest version of accreditation specifications and other relevant documents.
5.1.2 Formal application and acceptance
5.1.2.1 After evaluating by itself that it meets the accreditation conditions (specific requirements are in clause 6 of this document), the applicant shall submit application materials and pay application fees according to the requirements of CNAS Secretariat.
5.1.2.2 If the field of the applicant is a new accreditation field of CNAS, CNAS shall evaluate the resources and competence it possesses, including the Secretariat staff, assessors and technical experts as well as the necessary application guidance and relevant international peer review requirements.
5.1.2.3 CNAS Secretariat checks the application materials submitted by the applicant and makes decision as to whether to accept the application and notifies the applicant.
5.1.2.4 Where necessary, CNAS Secretariat will arrange an initial visit to determine whether the application can be accepted. With the consent of the applicant, expenses arising out of the initial visit shall be undertaken by the applicant.
5.1.2.5 During the material review process, CNAS Secretariat will notify the applicant of any nonconformity with the acceptance conditions without providing consultancy. The applicant shall reply to the issues raised. Failure to respond beyond one month will result in rejection of the application. If the applicant is still not able to meet the acceptance conditions beyond 2 months, the application will not be accepted.
5.1.2.6 Generally, after acceptance of application, onsite assessment shall be arranged by CNAS Secretariat within 3 months unless delayed due to the causes of the applicant. If the applicant is unable to receive onsite assessment within 3 months after acceptance of the application due to its own reasons, CNAS may terminate the accreditation process and refuse to grant accreditation.
5.1.3 Document review
5.1.3.1 After accepting the application, the CNAS Secretariat will arrange the assessment team leader for review of the application materials.
5.1.3.2 Only after the document review results basically meet the requirements can onsite assessment be arranged.
5.1.3.3 The CNAS Secretariat shall give a feedback on the problems found in the document review to the applicant.
5.1.3.4 Where necessary, the CNAS Secretariat shall arrange a preliminary assessment to determine whether onsite assessment can be arranged. With the consent of the applicant, the expenses arising thereof will be undertaken by the applicant.
5.1.4 Establishing the assessment team
5.1.4.1 In light of the impartiality principle, the CNAS Secretariat shall organize an assessment team with corresponding competence against the requested scope (e.g. inspection technical area, site and size of the inspection body etc.) of the applicant and ask for the consent of the applicant. Unless there is evidence showing that an assessor has possible impact on impartiality, otherwise, the applicant shall not reject an appointed assessor.
5.1.4.2 When the applicant rejects the assessment team assigned by CNAS with no proper justification, CNAS may terminate the accreditation process.
5.1.4.3 Where necessary, the CNAS Secretariat can assign observer to the assessment team.
5.1.5 Onsite assessment
5.1.5.1 The assessment team conducts onsite assessment of the technical competence and quality management activities within the requested scope of the assessed body in accordance with CNAS accreditation criteria, rules, requirements and relevant technical standards. The onsite assessment shall cover all the activities and relevant sites covered in the requested scope. The onsite assessment duration and number of assessors is determined on the basis of the requested inspection competence scopes and the size of the inspection body.
5.1.5.2 The onsite assessment of the inspection body generally includes the assessment of the management system elements and the technical competences. The management system assessment is normally carried out in the office and the technical competence assessment is normally conducted at the site of the inspection activities through onsite witnessing, onsite demonstration, questions to the inspectors and access to inspection reports. If selection of the onsite witness project is restricted by objective conditions, the onsite witnessing of part or all of the items will be done first after the document review is completed. Witnessing of the items not completed after the end of the onsite assessment shall be completed within one month.
5.1.5.3 Priority shall be given to onsite witnessing for validation of inspection competences. The assessment team shall conduct onsite witnessing of all the critical locations of the inspection body and all the critical inspection items of all sites. If possible, inspectors engaged in critical inspection items shall be witnessed as much as possible. Within one accreditation cycle, all the remaining inspection items and inspectors shall be witnessed as far as possible.
5.1.5.4 If the assessment team is unable to form a conclusion on any assessment finding during the onsite assessment, they shall report to the CNAS Secretariat for clarification. Besides, if the assessed body is found to have violated state relevant laws and regulations or have obviously damaged CNAS reputation and interests, the assessment team shall report to the CNAS Secretariat in a timely manner. If the assessed party has one of the above problems or has failed to implement its obligation in clause 11.2, CNAS is entitled to terminate the accreditation process and take corresponding handling measures if the situation is serious.
5.1.5.5 During the assessment process, the assessment team shall clearly record the assessment and finish the written assessment report. CNAS takes responsibility for the contents of the assessment report including the nonconformities.
5.1.5.6 The assessment team shall communicate adequately with the assessed body and give the assessed body the opportunity to raise questions about the assessment findings (including nonconformities) and their basis. The assessment team leader shall present the onsite assessment results to the assessed party at the end of the onsite assessment.
5.1.5.7 The assessed body shall take timely corrections and corrective actions if necessary, for the nonconformities found in the assessment. The correction/corrective actions shall be completed within 2 months. The assessment team shall verify the effectiveness of the correction/corrective actions. Where it is necessary to carry out onsite verification, the assessed party shall give its cooperation and pay for the relevant expenses.
5.1.5.8 Upon completion of the verification of the corrective actions, the assessment team leader shall submit the final assessment report and recommendations to the CNAS Secretariat.
5.1.6 Accreditation appraisal
5.1.6.1 CNAS Secretariat will conduct conformity check of the assessment report, relevant information and the recommendations of the assessment team and present to the appraisal committee the proposal on whether to recommend accreditation.
5.1.6.2 When the proposal presented by the CNAS Secretariat is inconsistent with the recommendation of the assessment team, the CNAS Secretariat shall notify the assessed party and the assessment team of the inconsistent part and where necessary give an explanation.
5.1.6.3 CNAS Secretariat is responsible for submitting the assessment report, relevant information and recommendations to the Appraisal Committee, which shall evaluate and conclude on the applicant’s conformance with accreditation requirements. The appraisal conclusion may be one of the following 4 types:
a) Granting accreditation;
b) Granting accreditation partially;
c) Refusing to grant accreditation;
d) Reappraisal after supplementation of evidence or information.
5.1.6.4 CNAS Chief Executive or authorized person shall make the accreditation decision on the basis of the appraisal conclusion.
5.1.6.5 Where CNAS decides not to grant accreditation or to grant accreditation partially, the inspection body must meet the following requirements depending on different situations when it submits accreditation application again:
a) An inspection body can resubmit its application for accreditation in 24 months after CNAS has refused to accredit it due to credibility issues, such as fraud, withholding information or violation of accreditation requirements. At the same time, CNAS reserves the right not to accept its application;
b) An inspection body can resubmit its application for accreditation after 6 months of effective operation of its management system starting from the date of CNAS’s refusal to accredit it due to its failure of effective management system operation；
c) An inspection body that has been refused accreditation or partial accreditation due to its failure to meet the requirements for technical competence such as personnel, equipment, environment and facilities can resubmit its application for accreditation once it has evaluated itself as being able to meet the requirements for the technical competence not accredited previously while at the same time providing relevant evidence of compliance with the requirements.
5.1.7 Issuing certificate and publication
5.1.7.1 CNAS accreditation cycle is 2 years.
5.1.7.2 CNAS Secretariat issues the accreditation certificate and accreditation decision letter to the accredited inspection body. The accreditation certificate is generally valid for 6 years. 
Note: the annex to the English certificate is provided according to the voluntary application of the inspection body.
5.1.7.3 CNAS Secretariat is responsible for publishing and updating in a timely manner the information on the accreditation status, basic information and accredited scope of the accredited inspection bodies. 
5.2 Extending and reducing accreditation scopes
5.2.1 Extending accreditation scopes
5.2.1.1 Accredited inspection bodies may apply to CNAS for extension of accreditation scopes within the valid period of the accreditation.
5.2.1.2 One of the (not limited to) following situations will become extension of accreditation scopes:
a) adding inspection competences;
b) adding critical locations.
5.2.1.3 CNAS may assess the scopes stated in the extension application during surveillance assessment or reassessment according to the actual situation or it may arrange a separate assessment of the extended scopes according to the needs of the accredited inspection body. When accredited inspection bodies want to extend accreditation scopes during the surveillance assessment, they shall submit the application for extending accreditation at least 2 months prior to the onsite assessment.
5.2.1.4 The requirements for acceptance of an application for extension of accreditation and assessment are the same as those for initial application for accreditation.
5.2.1.5 CNAS Secretariat does not allow the assessment team to accept application for extension of accreditation scopes presented by the inspection body during onsite assessment.
5.2.1.6 The conditions for approving extension of accreditation scopes are the same as those for initial accreditation. The accredited inspection bodies must possess the technical competence specified in the accreditation criteria and meet the requirements for quality management within the scopes of extension.
5.2.2 Reducing accreditation scopes
5.2.2.1 Conditions for reduction of accreditation scopes:
 The following (but not limited to) circumstances may result in reduction of accreditation scopes
a) accredited inspection bodies apply to reduce the originally accredited scopes on a voluntary basis;
b) changes to business scopes make the accredited inspection bodies lose part of competences within the original accredited scopes;
c) results of surveillance assessment, reassessment or proficiency testing show that accredited inspection bodies can no longer meet accreditation requirements in terms of technical competence or quality management of some inspection areas or items and recovery of the competence is impossible within the time specified by CNAS.
d) After the accreditation requirements of CNAS change, the accredited inspection body fails to complete transition within the timeframe specified by the CNAS Secretariat, which results in the fact that some of its technical competences or quality management no longer meet accreditation requirements.
5.2.2.2 After approval of the accreditation scope reduction, the new competence scopes will be published according to 5.1.7.2.
5.3 Surveillance assessment
The purpose of surveillance assessment is to prove that accredited inspection bodies continue to meet accreditation requirements within the valid period of accreditation and are able to make adjustments in time after accreditation rules and criteria are modified. All accredited inspection bodies must receive the surveillance assessment of CNAS. During surveillance, if accredited inspection bodies are found unable to continue to meet accreditation conditions, CNAS shall require them to take correction or corrective actions within the time limit. When the problems are very serious, the accreditation shall be suspended or withdrawn at once.
Surveillance assessment includes onsite surveillance assessment and other assessments, such as: 
a) inquiring accredited inspection bodies about matters relating to accreditation;
b) checking the use of the accreditation symbol/combined symbol by accredited inspection bodies and their claim of accreditation status;
c) requiring accredited inspection bodies to provide documents and records (such as audit report, internal quality control results that are used to verify the validity of the service of accredited inspection bodies, records on complaints and management review records);
5.3.1 Scheduled surveillance assessment
5.3.1.1 Accredited inspection bodies shall receive the scheduled surveillance assessment arranged by CNAS within 12 months after accreditation approval. The scheduled surveillance assessment focuses on verification of the maintenance of the management system of the accredited inspection body.
5.3.1.2 Scheduled surveillance assessments shall cover all the sites of the multi-site inspection body.
5.3.1.3 Accredited inspection bodies do not need to apply for the scheduled surveillance assessments, which are carried out by means of onsite assessment. The relevant assessment requirements and onsite assessment procedure are the same as those of initial accreditation. When nonconformities are discovered in surveillance, the assessed body shall have a clear understanding of the rectification requirements and then implement correction and where necessary work out and implement the corrective actions, which shall be completed generally within 2 months. Corrective actions against major nonconformities shall be completed within one month. The assessment team shall verify the effectiveness of the correction/corrective actions. The assessed body shall assume expenses arising out of the verification activities including assessment fee and relevant expenses. In case the accredited inspection body fails to complete the correction/corrective actions on time due to its own reasons or the correction/corrective actions fail to pass the verification, CNAS may decide on suspending, reducing accreditation scopes or withdrawing accreditation according to the situation.
5.3.1.4 Result of the initial assessment and status of changes as well as participation in proficiency testing (where applicable), especially the status of corrective actions taken when the proficiency testing result is unsatisfactory shall be taken into account while implementing the scheduled surveillance assessment.
5.3.2 Non-scheduled surveillance assessment
5.3.2.1 In case of (not limited to) the following situations, CNAS may arrange non-scheduled surveillance assessment of inspection bodies at any time depending on need:
a) There are changes to CNAS accreditation requirements；
b) The CNAS Secretariat deems it necessary to conduct investigation of complaint or other feedbacks;
c) Changes mentioned in 9.1.1 of this document occur to an accredited inspection body;
d) An accredited inspection body is unable to meet the CNAS requirements for proficiency testing activities;
e) An accredited inspection body has been suspended due to violation of accreditation requirements;
f) An accredited inspection body is found with many problems during administrative enforcement;
g) An accredited inspection body is found with many problems during scheduled assessments;
h) An accredited inspection body issues inspection reports at an abnormal growth speed;
i) The CNAS Secretariat deems it necessary to conduct special check.
5.3.2.2 Non-scheduled assessment may be conducted by way of onsite assessment or other means of assessment such as document review etc. Generally, onsite assessment shall be arranged if changes of the technical competence of an inspection body are involved.
5.3.2.3 The scope of non-scheduled assessment covers all or part of the accredited scope and accreditation requirements. Where nonconformities are found during non-scheduled surveillance assessment, the assessed body shall implement correction and where necessary work out and implement corrective actions after is has understood the rectification requirements. The requirements for the deadline of completion of correction/corrective actions are consistent with those of scheduled surveillance assessment.
5.4 Reassessment
5.4.1 Accredited inspection bodies shall receive one reassessment every 2 years (every 24 months). The scope of assessment involves all the contents of the accreditation requirements and all accredited technical competences. 

5.4.2 Accredited inspection bodies don’t need apply for reassessment. 

5.4.3 Reassessment is conducted by way of onsite assessment. The assessment requirements and onsite assessment procedures are the same as those of initial accreditation. The time limit and requirements for rectification of the nonconformities found during onsite assessment are the same as those specified in clause 5.3.1.3 of scheduled surveillance assessment. 
6 Requirements on application acceptance
6.1 The submitted application materials shall be true and reliable. The applicant is free from the behavior of fraud, withdrawing information or intentional violation of accreditation requirements.

Note: The behavior of violating the provision of true and reliable information includes but not limited to: 

—— discrepancy between the application materials and the facts;

—— untruthfulness in the submitted application materials; 

—— self-contradiction within one document or among documents or time logic error;

—— similarity with the information of other applicants etc.
—— other information that need be disclosed to CNAS but withheld. 
6.2 The applicant shall have basic understanding of relevant requirements of CNAS, have conducted an effective self-evaluation and the application materials it submits shall be true, reliable and complete and filled in clearly and properly.
Note: Inspection bodies applying for accreditation shall submit complete application materials in Chinese and bilingual materials where necessary. When its working language is non-Chinese, it shall at least submit the Chinese version of the application form and list of management system documents.
6.3 The applicant has explicit legal status and its activities shall meet the requirements of state laws and regulations.
6.4 The applicant has established a management system that meets accreditation requirements and has been operating it effectively for over 6 months, that is to say, the management system covers all the requested scopes, meets the requirements of accreditation criteria and their application guidance in particular fields and has operable documents. The organizational structure is properly set up with defined job responsibilities and clear interface between documents at each level.
6.5 The applicant has conducted complete internal audit and management review, which are able to achieve the intended purposes.
Note: the internal audit and management review shall be conducted after the management system has been operating for 6 months.
6.6 Where applicable, the technical competences proposed in the application shall meet the requirements of CNAS-RL02 “Rules for proficiency testing”. The inspection body shall participate in the inspection activity proficiency testing scheme or proficiency comparison designated by CNAS if applicable. When the inspection body uses its own testing capacity to support the inspection activities, its testing competence shall meet the requirement of CNAS-RL02 “Rules for proficiency testing” whether it has applied for accreditation of its testing competence independently or not.
6.7 The applicant has the required resources for the implementation of the inspection activities within the scopes of application and shall have employed or contracted sufficient personnel, such as technical manager, quality manager, authorized signatory and inspectors etc. Based on the impartiality principles, personnel engaged in inspection activities shall not carry out similar inspection activities in other inspection bodies. When required by laws and regulations, they shall meet relevant requirements.
6.8 The measurement traceability of the instruments and equipment used shall meet CNAS relevant requirements.
6.9 The technical competences proposed for accreditation shall have corresponding inspection experiences. If there is no relevant inspection experience in the last 2 years, this competence shall not be accepted in principle.
6.10 The inspection competences proposed by the applicant shall be within the resources scope of CNAS accreditation activities.
6.11 The accreditation criteria and requirement documents of CNAS cannot be taken as the applicant’s application for competence accreditation.
6.12 The applicant shall meet other requirements deemed necessary by the CNAS Secretariat.
6.13 In case of the following situations, the application of an applicant shall not be accepted:
a) The application materials submitted by the applicant do not accord with the facts or are not all true or the applicant has behavior of fraud, withholding information or intentional violation of accreditation requirements.
b) The applicant is not able to observe the content in the accreditation contract regarding impartiality, integrity, honesty and self-discipline.
c) The applicant is unable to meet the requirements of 6.1～6.12 mentioned above.
d) Circumstances mentioned in 5.1.2.5.
6.14 When CNAS decides not to accept the application of an applicant, the applicant must meet the following requirements according to different situations if it submits its accreditation application again:
a) where the accreditation application is not accepted due to reasons mentioned in 6.13 a) and b), the CNAS Secretariat shall not accept its accreditation application again within 24 months of the decision. Before confidence in the integrity, honesty and self-discipline of the inspection body is obtained, the application for accreditation resubmitted by it shall not be accepted.
b) where the accreditation application is not accepted because the management system of the applicant is unable to meet accreditation requirements or there is problem with the effectiveness of the operation of the system (e.g. unable to meet the requirements of clause 6.4 and 6.5), the applicant can submit its accreditation application again 6 months after the decision.
c) where the accreditation application is not accepted because the technical content is unable to meet requirements (e.g. clauses 6.6～6.9), the applicant must meet the relevant technical requirements before it can submit its accreditation application again.
7 Accreditation assessment requirements
7.1 The assessment team reviews the management system documents and relevant materials submitted by the applicant. When the documents are found not meeting requirements, the CNAS Secretariat or the assessment team shall notify the applicant in written format to take correction or corrective actions, which will be verified as conforming before onsite assessment can be implemented. Where necessary, the CNAS Secretariat may require the applicant to operate its management system for some time (generally 3 months) before the onsite assessment is implemented.
7.2 The assessment team writes the assessment program, selects the witness items and inspectors. Witness is an important means for confirming the competence of the assessed party. The critical locations and critical items must be witnessed during assessment.
7.3 The assessment team shall evaluate the authorized signatory of the applicant. CNAS requires the authorized signatory to meet the following qualification conditions:
    a) having necessary technical knowledge and corresponding work experiences, familiar with relevant inspection standards, methods and procedures within the authorized scopes of signature, able to make correct evaluation of the inspection results;
    b) familiar with accreditation rules and policies, accreditation conditions, especially the obligations of accredited inspection bodies and the provisions on the use of inspection report or certificate with accreditation symbol/combined symbols;
c) working at a post responsible for the correctness of inspection results and having corresponding management authority.
7. 4 The onsite assessment may be terminated and accreditation not recommended if the assessed party is in any one of the following situations:
a) the actual state of the assessed party is greatly inconsistent with its application materials or the applicant is found with the behavior of fraud, withholding information or intentional violation of accreditation requirements;
b) control of the management system by the applicant is ineffective;
c) the site is not ready for assessment;
d) the assessed party doesn’t cooperate in the assessment, making it impossible for the assessment to proceed;
e) the applicant is found to have unfaithful conduct;
f) situations mentioned in 5.1.5.4.
7.5 An inspection body shall not be accredited if it is found with the following situations:
a) The actual status of the inspection body is seriously inconsistent with the application materials.
b) The applicant doesn’t have the inspection competence for a number of the inspection items within the scope of application;
c) The applicant has no inspection experiences for the technical competence proposed in the application or has not done evaluation and validation of the accuracy and reliability of the inspection results or has not carried out quality control.
d) The assessed party provides untrue management system operation records, including corresponding inspection records.
e) The management system of the assessment party is ineffective. There are nonconformities with most of the elements in the accreditation criteria.
f) Circumstances mentioned in 7.4.
7.6 The assessment team shall evaluate the validation materials for the non-standard methods submitted by the assessed party to prove that the validation process is complete, adequate and reasonable.


Note: The method provider/writer is responsible for the correctness and validity of the method.
8 Special requirements for accreditation of multi-site inspection bodies
   Multi-site inspection bodies shall also meet the following requirements in order to get accredited:
8.1 Management system
8.1.1 The management system of the inspection body shall cover all the inspection activities or all sites related to the inspection activities.
8.1.2 The organizational structure and personnel responsibilities of every site shall be explicit and where necessary corresponding quality manager and technical manager shall be allocated.
8.1.3 Where applicable, every site shall participate in proficiency testing activities independently.
8.2 Application and acceptance
8.2.1 The inspection body shall provide the relevant materials of each site according to the requirements of the application form.
8.2.2 The inspection body carrying out inspection activities at multiple sites shall meet the requirements of relevant laws and regulations.
8.2.3 At the time of application for accreditation, each site shall have been operating its management system formally for over 6 months and has conducted internal audit and management review covering all its activities.
8.3 Accreditation assessment
8.3.1 The accreditation assessment of the inspection body shall cover all sites involved in the scope of application.
8.3.2 At the time of onsite assessment, the technical competences of each site shall be validated respectively (including onsite witness) even if its technical competences are completely the same as those of the head office or other sites.
8.3.3 Generally, every site shall have its corresponding authorized signatory unless the inspection body has the conditions to ensure that the same authorized signatory can serve as the signatory for multiple sites. During the assessment, the authorized signatory responsible for multiple sites may receive evaluation at the head office or other authorized site with the same authorized scope.
8.4 Accreditation certificate
8.4.1 CNAS publishes the competences respectively according to the inspection body’s different sites that carry out inspection activities.
8.4.2 Where the same inspection activity needs to be carried out jointly at several sites, the addresses may be noted within the published competence scopes.
9 Requirements for changes to accreditation
9.1 Changes to accredited inspection bodies
9.1.1 Change notice
When the following changes happen to an accredited inspection body, it shall notify the CNAS Secretariat in writing within 20 working days after the changes occur.
a) changes to the name, address, critical inspection locations, main policies or legal status of the accredited inspection body;
b) changes to the organizational structure, top management, authorized signatory and key inspectors of an accredited inspection body
c) major changes to inspection competences, inspection methods and important equipment and facilities within the accredited scopes;
d) other changes that may affect the activities within the accredited scopes, or system operation.
Note 1: When changes occur to the name, address, standards/methods of inspection and authorized signatories of an accredited inspection body, it shall fill out and submit the Application Form for Changes.

Note 2: When other information (e.g. contact person and contact means) of the accredited inspection body changes, it shall update the information in a timely manner.
9.1.2 Handling changes
9.1.2.1 After CNAS Secretariat gets the notice on changes and verifies the matter, it shall take the following actions according to the nature of change:
a) conducting surveillance assessment or carrying out the reassessment;
b) maintaining, extending, reducing, suspending or withdrawing accreditation;
c) examining the new applicant authorized signatory;
d) registering and recording the changes;
9.1.2.2 When the environment of the inspection body changes, such as relocation, it shall notify the CNAS Secretariat according to clause 9.1.1 and shall also stop using the accreditation symbols/combined logos at once. After confirmation by CNAS, it can continue (recover) using them in corresponding areas.
9.1.2.3 When the inspection body fails to notify the CNAS Secretariat in a timely manner of the changes mentioned in clause 9.1.1 or has not got CNAS confirmation but uses the accreditation symbols/combined logos, CNAS will suspend or withdraw accreditation according to the situation.
9.2 Changes to accreditation rules and accreditation criteria
9.2.1 When accreditation rules, accreditation criteria and accreditation requirements change, CNAS Secretariat shall notify the accredited or applicant inspection bodies that may be affected by the changes to explain in detail the changes to accreditation rules and accreditation criteria as well as relevant requirements.
9.2.2 When accreditation conditions and accreditation criteria change, CNAS shall work out and publish the policies and time limit for transition to the new requirements. Before that, it shall listen to the opinions of every related party so that accredited inspection bodies shall have sufficient time to adapt to the new requirements. CNAS can confirm the conformance of accredited inspection bodies to the new requirements through surveillance or reassessment. The accreditation may be maintained after accredited inspection bodies are found to meet new requirements.
9.2.3 Once they have completed the transition, accredited inspection bodies shall notify CNAS Secretariat in a timely manner. In case accredited inspection bodies cannot complete the transition within the prescribed time limit. CNAS may suspend and withdraw accreditation.
10 Accreditation suspension, recovery, withdrawal and cancellation

The CNAS Secretariat may deliver the accreditation decision through the CNAS website bulletin, post office, fax, e-mail or other appropriate means. 
10.1 Accreditation suspension
10.1.1 When accredited inspection bodies apply for suspension on a voluntary basis due to its own reasons or are unable to continue to meet the accreditation conditions and requirements of CNAS, e.g.:
a) failure to receive scheduled surveillance assessment or reassessment on time;
b) failure to pay fees on time;
c) inability to maintain accredited technical competence found during the surveillance and reassessment process or failure to complete corrective actions within the specified time limit;
d) failure to notify the CNAS Secretariat of major changes to the personnel, facility and environment (e.g. relocation) according to 9.1.1 or continuing to use the accreditation symbol and combined symbol without CNAS confirmation;
e) inability of the management competence and/or technical competence to meet accreditation requirements found during onsite assessment
f) failure to complete transition on time when there are changes to accreditation rules, requirements and criteria;
g) other violation of accreditation stipulations. 
CNAS can suspend part or all accredited scopes of an inspection body. The period of suspension is no more than 6 months.
10.1.2 During the period of suspension, accredited inspection bodies shall not issue reports or certificates with accreditation symbol/combined symbol in relevant items nor will they declare to the public in any explicit or implied way that the suspended accreditation scope is still valid.
10.1.3 During the period of suspension of accreditation qualifications, an inspection body’s application for extension of accreditation scope shall not be accepted.
10.2 Accreditation recovery
10.2.1 The accreditation qualifications of an accredited inspection body can be recovered once it has taken corrective actions within the specified period of suspension, which have been confirmed by CNAS as meeting requirements.
10.2.2 The accreditation qualifications of an accredited inspection body that has been suspended because of violation of accreditation stipulations cannot be recovered ahead of time.
10.3 Accreditation withdrawal
10.3.1 Under the following circumstances, CNAS may withdraw accreditation:
    a) failure of an accredited inspection body to recover accreditation beyond the suspension period;
    b) failure or unwillingness of an accredited inspection body to continue to meet accreditation requirements due to changes to accreditation rules or criteria;
c) failure of an accredited inspection body to carry out the obligations specified by CNAS rules;
d) inability of the management system of the inspection body found during onsite assessment to operate effectively;

e) corresponding technical competence found during onsite assessment not available at the inspection body;

f) malicious damage of CNAS reputation by accredited inspection bodies.

g) dishonest conduct of an inspection body, including but not limited to: falsification, making false promises, or not honoring commitments, fraud, withholding information or intentional violation of accreditation requirements etc.
10.3.2 When an inspection body whose accreditation qualifications have been withdrawn by CNAS resubmits its application for accreditation, it must meet the following requirements depending on different situations:
a) An application for accreditation may be resubmitted if the withdrawal is based on clause 10.3.1 a) and a self-evaluation finds itself meeting requirements;
b) An application for accreditation may be resubmitted after 6 months of the CNAS’s decision to withdraw accreditation if the withdrawal is based on clause 10.3.1 b) and d);
c) An application for accreditation may be resubmitted after 12 months of the CNAS’s decision to withdraw accreditation if the withdrawal is based on clause 10.3.1 c);
d) An application for accreditation may be resubmitted after 24 months of the CNAS’s decision to withdraw accreditation if the withdrawal is based on clause 10.3.1 e) and f) and g). At the same time, CNAS reserves the right to reject the application for accreditation.
10.4 Accreditation cancellation
Under the following circumstances, CNAS may cancel accreditation:
a) accredited inspection bodies apply for withdrawing accreditation on a voluntary basis;
b) accredited inspection bodies fail to renew accreditation qualifications upon expiry of accreditation.
11 Rights and obligations
11.1 Rights and obligations of CNAS
11.1.1 CNAS has the right to carry out unscheduled surveillance over the activities of inspection bodies and their use of accreditation certificates and accreditation symbols/combined symbols.
11.1.2 CNAS has the right to conduct onsite investigation and follow-up investigation of inspection bodies with regard to complaints made by related parties and put forward rectification requirements accordingly.
11.1.3 CNAS has the right to decide on suspending, recovering, withdrawing and canceling accreditation qualifications of accredited inspection bodies in light of the nonconformance of inspection bodies to CNAS stipulations.
11.1.4 CNAS is obligated to use its website to publish and update information on the accreditation status of accredited inspection bodies, including:
a) name and address of accredited inspection bodies;
b) accreditation approval date and expiry date;
c) accreditation scopes.
11.1.5 CNAS is obligated to provide information on suitable measurement result traceability channels relating to the accreditation scopes to accredited inspection bodies. 
11.1.6 CNAS is obligated to provide information on signing of relevant ILAC and APLAC MRAs as well as some other international arrangements.
11.1.7 CNAS is obligated to notify accredited inspection bodies in a timely manner when accreditation requirements change, listen to the comments of relevant sides before deciding on the means of change and application date so that accredited inspection bodies can make adjustments within a suitable time limit.
11.1.8 CNAS is obligated to provide applicants/accredited inspection bodies with the latest version of accreditation rules, criteria and other relevant documents in a timely manner, communicate to and train clients on relevant accreditation knowledge in a planned way, take the initiative to solicit the advice of clients and pay attention to the feedbacks of clients at any time so as to continually improve its accreditation system.
11.1.9 In order to know the demand of clients and potential clients, CNAS s obligated to respond to relevant inquiries on accreditation, set up an effective information publication and client feedback system and meet the demand of inspection bodies through publicity and training activities.
11.1.10 CNAS is obligated to meet the requirements of the ILAC and APLAC MRA’s and shall not regard the MRA signatories as competitors.
11.1.11 Apart from information that need to be made publicly available, CNAS is obligated to keep confidential other information obtained or generated during the inspection body accreditation activities, such as commercial and technical information.
11.2 Rights and obligations of inspection bodies
11.2.1 Rights and obligations of applicant inspection bodies
11.2.1.1 Inspection bodies have the right to get relevant public documents of CNAS.
11.2.1.2 Inspection bodies have the right to get information on the progress of accreditation assessment arrangement for them, assessment team members and their employers.
11.2.1.3 Inspection bodies that have presented accreditation application have the right to lodge appeals and complaints against the work of CNAS staff and the assessment team members.
11.2.1.4 On the basis of impartiality, inspection bodies have the right to raise doubt about the composition of the assessment team.
11.2.1.5 Inspection bodies are obligated to learn relevant accreditation requirements and stipulations of CNAS.
11.2.1.6 Inspection bodies are obligated to submit application materials and relevant information according to CNAS requirements and ensure the content are true and accurate.
11.2.1.7 Inspection bodies are obliged to follow the assessment arrangements made by the CNAS Secretariat, provide necessary support for the assessment activities, allow the relevant personnel to access sites and records, witness site activities and talk with the work staff and shall not refuse any personnel dispatched by CNAS to witness the assessment activities (including witness personnel for international peer review) without justification.
11.2.2 Rights and obligations of accredited inspection bodies
11.2.2.1 Accredited inspection bodies have the right to make it known within the specified scope that their corresponding technical competence has been accredited.
11.2.2.2 Accredited inspection bodies have the right to use accreditation logos/combined logos on the certificates or reports they issued within the accredited scopes as well as advertisements, special letter paper and publicity publications.
11.2.2.3 Accredited inspection bodies have the right to lodge a complaint against CNAS and its staff and assessment personnel and to lodge an appeal against CNAS with regard to relevant accreditation decision.
11.2.2.4 Accredited inspection bodies have the right to terminate accreditation on a voluntary basis.
11.2.2.5 Accredited inspection bodies are obligated to ensure that their operation and provision of service continue to meet the accreditation conditions specified in Clause 4 of this document.
11.2.2.6 Accredited inspection bodies are obligated to abide by relevant laws and regulations on a voluntary basis.
11.2.2.7 Accredited inspection bodies are obligated to provide necessary support to the assessment activities arranged by CNAS and make it convenient for relevant personnel to access assessment areas and records, witness onsite activities and contact the staff. They shall not reject the personnel sent by CNAS to witness the assessment activities (including witness personnel of international peer evaluation).
11.2.2.8 Accredited inspection bodies shall participate in proficiency testing, proficiency comparison or measurement audit activities designated by CNAS.
11.2.2.9 Accredited inspection bodies must take responsibility for the certificates or reports they issue and keep the secrets of clients.
11.2.2.10 Accredited inspection bodies are obligated to establish a procedure for handling complaints lodged by clients. If a complaint fails to be settled satisfactorily within 2 months after it is received, the relevant inspection body is obligated to notify CNAS of the brief contents of the complaint and handling result.
11.2.2.11 Accredited inspection bodies shall notify CNAS in writing if changes described in clause 9.1.1 of this document occur and are obligated to make adjustments according to the requirements of CNAS when accreditation requirements change and notify CNAS of the completion of adjustments.
11.2.2.12 Accredited inspection bodies shall be honest and impartial, shall not practice fraud nor engage in any activity that may harm the reputation of CNAS.
11.2.2.13 Accredited inspection bodies are obligated to meet relevant provisions of CNAS when claiming their accreditation status in certificates, reports or publicity media, such as advertisements, publicity materials or other occasions.
11.2.2.14 Accredited inspection bodies shall return the accreditation certificate and stop use of the accreditation symbol/combined symbol on certificates, reports or publicity materials immediately when their accreditation is withdrawn by CNAS or it volunteers to cancel its accreditation qualifications or the accreditation certificate (or accreditation decision letter) indicates expiration of accreditation and shall by no means claim that their accreditation is still valid.
11.2.2.15 Inspection bodies shall browse the CNAS website frequently in order to obtain in a timely manner information relating to accreditation status and accreditation requirements.
11.2.2.16 Accredited inspection bodies are obligated to pay fees according to relevant stipulations.
11.2.2.17 Inspection bodies are obligated to inform their clients being affected in a timely manner of the suspension, reduction and withdrawal of accreditation qualifications and related consequences in a timely manner.
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