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Accreditation Scheme for Good Agriculture Practice (GAP) Certification Bodies
1  General
1.1 This document specifies the requirements to be observed by bodies engaged in the certification of good agricultural practice (GAP) and applies to the accreditation of GAP certification bodies. Bodies engaged in GAP certification shall meet the requirements of the following documents as well as this document:
—CNAS-CC02, idt ISO/IEC17065 Requirements for bodies certifying products, processes and services
—Implementation rules for GAP certification and /or GLOBALG.A.P Integrated Farming Assurance (hereinafter “ChinaGAP Rules” and/or “GLOBALG.A.P Rules”)
1.2  The R part of this document is supplementary to and further interpretation of CNAS-RC01 “Rules for accreditation of certification bodies”; C part is supplementary to CNAS-CC02 “Requirements for bodies certifying products, processes and services”; G part provides the method and guidance for the classification of accreditation business scopes for GAP certification. 
Note: The R part and C part of this document are respectively supplementation to CNAS accreditation rules (R and RC) and accreditation criteria (CC). They are equivalent to the corresponding categories of accreditation normative documents. 
1.3 Apart from the special provisions or requirements of this document, the accreditation rules developed by CNAS and accreditation criteria applicable to product, process and service certification bodies all apply. 
2 Normative references
The following referenced documents contain provisions which, through reference in this document, constitute provisions of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.
CNAS-CC02 Requirements for bodies certifying products, processes and services
CNAS-RC01 Rules for accreditation of certification bodies
CNAS-RC03 Rules for Certification Bodies to Report Information
Implementation rules for GAP certification (ChinaGAP Rules for short)
GLOBALG.A.P. Integrated Farm Assurance (GLOBALG.A.P. Rules for short)
GB/T19011 Guidelines for auditing management systems (idt IS019011)
GFSI’s supplementary requirements to ISO/IEC17011 Conformity assessment – Requirements for accreditation bodies accrediting conformity assessment bodies
Memorandum of Understanding Between FoodPLUS and IAF
ChinaGAP series of national standards
Other applicable documents are in attachment 2.
3 Terms, abbreviations and definitions
3.1 Terms
This document uses the terms and their interpretation of ChinaGAP certification standard (GB/T20014) and “ChinaGAP Rules”. The terms from GLOBALG.A.P. Integrated Farm Assurance also apply. 
3.2 Abbreviations
GAP － Good Agriculture Practice 
ChinaGAP －China Good Agriculture Practice
GLOBALG.A.P.－Global Good Agriculture Practice
FoodPLUS － Owner of the GLOBALG.A.P. standard, also the secretariat of GLOBALG.A.P.
GFSI－Global Food Safety Initiative
R Part Accreditation procedure
R1 Application for accreditation
R1.1 Certification bodies that apply for GAP accreditation (hereinafter referred to as "applicants") shall meet the following conditions: a documented management system has been established and implemented in accordance with this document and CHINAGAP Rules and/or GLOBALG.A.P. Rules, and an internal audit and management review covering all procedures has been implemented. Typically, certification of at least 3 organizations has been fully implemented in the fields intended for accreditation. The quality management system has been operating effectively for 6 months. 
R1.2 If the applicant has not been accredited against CNAS-CC02, the initial application is only limited to option 1 "certification of agricultural production operators" within the scope of one type of module. After accreditation is granted, the applicant can apply for the extension of option 1 certification to other types of module scope or apply for options 2 "Agricultural production operator organization certification".
R1.3 The applicant shall submit the documents required under clause 5.1.2 of CNAS-RC01 Rules for Accreditation of Certification Bodies and describe the certification scheme it has established, including the certification implementation rules, the scopes of certification business covered, product modules and applicable standards, etc. At the same time, it shall indicate it carries out option 1 and/or option 2 certification.
R1.4 If the certification body applies for extension to their business scope, such as expanding the product modules within one type of module, it shall have at least one inspector or auditor for this product module. The certification body shall have one in-house trainer in each of the new product modules. The relevant requirements for in-house trainers are shown in part C of this Scheme.
R2 Assessment
After CNAS accepts the application for accreditation, it shall formulate an accreditation assessment program and implement assessment of the applicant to evaluate the applicant's certification competence and the conformity and effectiveness of its operation. The types of accreditation assessment include document review, office assessment, and necessary witness assessment.
R2.1 Witness assessment
R2.1.1 At least one product module shall be witnessed at the time of initial accreditation. However, it is necessary to carry out witness assessment of each product module as applied for. All accredited product modules need to be covered during one accreditation cycle. 
R2.1.2 The inspector of the certification body who accepts the CNAS witness assessment shall be a person with technical competence of the product module.
R2.1.3 The witness assessment shall prioritize option 2 or a multi-site option 1 inspection project with a quality management system.

R2.1.4 For crop inspection projects, the crop shall still be in the field growth phase or harvest phase (excluding the storage phase); for livestock and poultry, fish and bee inspection projects, the livestock, poultry, fish and bees shall be in the feeding state.
R2.1.5 Certification bodies shall make arrangement for the personnel from such related parties as certification and accreditation regulators and GLOBALG.A.P. standard owners to observe their on-site inspections.
R3 Accredited certification scopes
R3.1 Certification options
CNAS's Certification Body accreditation scope includes “option 1- Agricultural production operator certification” and/or “"option 2 - Agricultural production operator organization certification”. For bodies carrying out option 2 certification, accreditation can be granted only after the inspection project of option 2 has been witnessed.
R3.2 Certification business scopes
The certification business scope of CNAS accreditation for certification bodies includes certification scheme, product modules and applicable standards. CNAS will grant accreditation only after it has implemented a document review and witness assessment of every product module as applied for by the certification body.
R4 Accreditation decision
CANS’s accreditation decision process for GAP certification bodies and the post-accreditation management requirements are in CNAS-RC01 and relevant accreditation specifications. 
R5 Changes to accreditation requirements
CNAS's accreditation requirements for GAP certification bodies remain consistent with relevant documents of CHINAGAP Rules and/or the GLOBALG. A.P. Rules. CNAS shall notify the applicant and accredited GAP certification bodies in the form of documents changes to its accreditation requirements arising from the change of ChinaGAP and/or GLOBALG.A.P. If necessary, CNAS will verify the adjustments made by the accredited certification bodies after the accreditation requirements have been changed.
R6 Requirements for certification bodies to report information
Certification bodies shall report relevant information to CNAS in accordance with the relevant requirements of CNAS-RC03 “Rules for certification bodies to report information” and ChinaGAP Rules and/or GLOBALG.A.P. Rules
R7 Management of accreditaiton logos
R7.1  CNAS follows the relevant requirements of CNAS-R01 “Rules for management of accreditation logos and reference to accreditation” in its management of the accreditation logos for GAP certification bodies.
R7.2  If a certification body claims that it has obtained CNAS GAP accreditation, it shall issue to certified organizations GAP certification certificates with CNAS accreditation logo within its accredited certification business scopes.
R8 Accreditation certificate
R8.1 The accreditation certificate shall meet the relevant requirements of CNAS-RC01.
R8.2 The content and attachment of the accreditation certificate shall at least include: 
(1) accreditation registration number
(2) name and address of the certification body
(3) certification areas
(4) accreditation basis
(5) certification scheme
(6) certification standard(s)
(7) business scope
(8) information on certification option(s)
(9) certificate issuance date and validity of the certificate
R9 Information exchange
When needed, CNAS will inform related parties of the accreditation status and major nonconformity of a certification body in accordance with the requirements of GFSI’s application guidance on the ISO/IEC17011 standard and the agreement signed between IAF and GLOBALG.A.P.
C Part Requirements for certification bodies
C1 Basic requirements
C1.1 Certification bodies shall establish and implement a documented management system in accordance with the requirements of CNAS accreditation specifications, and meet relevant requirements.
C1.2 The certification scheme of GAP certification bodies shall include the requirements of generic and specific standards or normative documents of GAP.
C2 Certification body personnel
C2.1 General
C2.1.1 Certification bodies shall manage the competence of the personnel required for each function in the certification process.
C2.1.2 The certification body shall determine the management and technical competence criteria for all types of personnel (e.g. personnel engaged in certification implementation rules/certification scheme development, contract review, certification program management, inspection/audit implementation, test or inspection implementation, certification decision, certification personnel competence evaluation, training guidance and management) based on their tasks and the certification body's analysis and risk assessment of the characteristics of its certification business scope and conduct recruitment, evaluation, training and monitoring of its people. 

The competence criteria for personnel implementing management system audit shall take into account the background of the management system audits.
C2.1.3 Certification bodies shall ensure that their personnel engaged in GAP certification, particularly inspectors/auditors, have the competence to apply relevant knowledge and skills. Personnel of certification bodies who implement management system audit shall the knowledge and experience for management system auditing.
C2.2 Competence evaluation, training and monitoring

C2.2.1 The evaluation of the technical competence of certification personnel shall be conducted by competent personnel in accordance with the requirements of the technical competence criteria. Interviews, technical knowledge questionnaires and on-site witness can be used for evaluation.
C2.2.2 The process and results of the technical competence evaluation of the certification personnel shall be recorded and there shall be sufficient evidence to demonstrate that the personnel competence meets the requirements of the evaluation criteria.
C2.2.3 The certification body shall conduct an initial evaluation and witness of the competence of the inspectors/auditors. It shall respectively arrange competent personnel to witness their inspection activities of at least one producer of option 1 or one producers organization of option 2. 
C2.2.4 The certification body shall establish procedures to carry out at least one witness evaluation of each of its inspectors/auditors in a period of four years to verify their competence and monitor their performance. The certification body shall maintain relevant verification and evaluation records. 
C2.2.5 Inspectors/auditors of a certification body engaged in GAP certification shall also meet the requirements of CHINAGAP Rules and/or GLOBALG.A.P Rules. 
C2.2.6 In-house trainers shall meet the competence requirements for the corresponding product module inspectors/auditors. In-house trainers shall monitor the participation of the inspection personnel of the certification body in competence maintenance activities such as training and examinations.

C2.3 Management of the technical competence in the certification implementation process 
The certification body shall, at the following certification stages, carry out appropriate technical competence management of the implementation process of each certification project.
C2.3.1 Application acceptance and contract review stage
Applicant reviewers shall review the producer/organization’s certification application, determine the scope of certification, category and inspection man-days for the applicant project, put forward the corresponding technical competence requirements for the audit team and where necessary, determine the allocation of inspection resources and sampling requirements. 
C2.3.2 Preparation stage
Confirm whether the certification audit technical competence of the inspection/audit team satisfies the demand of the specific certification project; confirm whether the technical competence of the inspection/audit personnel is commensurate with the inspection/audit tasks undertaken.
C2.3.3 Inspection/audit stage
Confirm whether the technical competence of the inspection/audit team satisfies the needs of on-site inspection and evaluation, and also confirm the support to technical competence during the verification of corrective actions and audit report review process.
C2.3.4 Post-inspection/audit stage
Where necessary, the certification body shall ensure that personnel with the technical competence participate in the verification of corrective actions and inspection/audit report review process.
C2.3.5 Certification decision stage
Ensure that the personnel with corresponding technical competence participate in the certification decision process.
C2.4 Business scope management
C2.4.1 It is the responsibility of the certification body to implement competence management within the GAP certification business scopes.
C2.4.2 Manage the business scopes on the basis of results of analysis and risk assessment of the product module characteristics of GAP certification.
C2.4.3 With regard to different product modules, the certification body shall analyze the demand for the management competence and technical competence of the certification personnel and determine the personnel competence criteria (including management and technical competence).
C2.4.4 With regard to different product modules, the certification body shall analyze the training needs of relevant certification personnel for management competence and technical competence.
C2.4.5 With regard to different product modules, the certification body shall analyze the demand for the preparation of audit guidance documents and develop the necessary documents.
C2.4.6 In the implementation of GAP certification, the management competence and technical competence shall be managed.
C2.4.7 The extension and reduction of GAP certification business scopes shall be managed.
C2.4.8 The certification body shall analyze the need for the development of technical inspection and/or audit guidance documents regarding its scopes of certification business and prepare and update in due course corresponding guidance documents to ensure the consistency and effectiveness of inspection/audit and/or test.
C2.4.9 The certification body shall retain the relevant records of the above.
C3 Certification requirements
C3.1 Overall requirements
The certification body’s requirements for certification of agriculture producers/organizations shall satisfy the relevant requirements of CNAS-CC02 “Requirements for bodies certifying products, prcesses and service” and ChinaGAP Rules and/or GLOBALG.A.P. Rules.
C3.2 Inspection time
When arranging inspection activities, the certification body shall ensure that the auditor has sufficient time to carry out the audit and inspection activities. The certification body shall consider the following factors when determining the inspection time:

1) number of farms of certification;

2) number of registered members of the organization of agricultural production operators;

3) number of certification modules and product categories;

4) farm area;

5) site distribution state;

6) topography and geomorphology, such as flat, hilly and mountainous areas;

7) Other factors to consider.
C3.3 Yield balance
Certification bodies shall conduct balance of the yield of the certified products and reflect it in the inspection records or report.
C3.4 Risk assessment
The certification body shall identify and evaluate the existing or potential risks in the applicant's agricultural production activities in the process of application review, inspection program planning and certification implementation processes and make an evaluation in the report.
C3.5 Product testing
The inspection team shall conduct a risk assessment of the drug residues of the products requesting certification based on on-site inspection and determine whether to conduct on-site sampling and sample testing items based on the results of the risk assessment. If sampling is required, it shall be implemented in accordance with the sampling procedure and program developed by the certification body. Products shall be tested by a laboratory accredited in accordance with GB/T27025 requirements.
C3.6 Closeout of nonconformities
C3.6.1 The nonconformities found during the inspection/audit process shall be traceable and be confirmed in writing by the producer/organization.
C3.6.2 The certification body shall issue a certification certificate after it has effectively verified all the corrections and corrective actions. Evidence of non-conformity rectification can be a document, photo or on-site verification (if necessary), etc.
C3.7 Inspection/audit report
C3.7.1 A written inspection/audit report shall be formulated after the inspection/audit, and shall contain at least the following:
—Inspection/audit date, production sites and product treatment/processing sites;
—Description of the inspection/audit activity processes; 
—A positive description of the compliance of the producer/organization with the standard and where applicable, a listing of the nonconformities found.
C3.7.2 The inspection/audit report for option 2 shall include an evaluation of the performance of the quality management system.
C3.7.3 After the inspection/audit ends, the inspection/audit report shall be made available to the agricultural producer/organization.
C3.7.4 Unless otherwise required by this document, the certification bodies are required to obtain written authorization from the agricultural producers/organizations if they make the inspection/audit reports available to third parties.
C3.8 Certification decision
C3.8.1 The certification decision of the certification body shall meet the relevant requirements of CNAS-CC02 “Requirements of the bodies certifying products, processes and services” and the CHINAGAP Rules and/or the GLOBALG.A.P. Rules. 
C3.8.2 The certification body shall make the certification decision within 28 natural days of the closure of all nonconformities. The certification decision personnel shall meet the competence requirements of an inspector.
C3.9 Surveillance
C3.9.1 Certification bodies shall have documented procedures in order to carry out periodic inspection and confirmation in accordance with the requirements of the ChinaGAP Rules and/or GLOBALG.A.P. Rules as well as the certification standards.
C3.9.2 Certification bodies shall pay attention to the operation of the management system of the certified organizations and the conformity of the products within the scope of certification to related requirements.
C3.10 Certification certificate and certification mark
C3.10.1 The information contained in the certification certificate shall meet the relevant requirements of ChinaGAP Rules and/or GLOBALG.A.P. Rules and include the number of certified products and the area of their origin.
C3.10.2 The use of the certification marks shall meet the requirements for the use of certification marks in the ChinaGAP Rules and/or GLOBALG.A.P. Rules.
C4 Transfer of agriculatural production operators/organizations between certification bodies
C4.1 General 
C4.1.1 Certified agricultural production operators/agricultural producers organization (hereinafter referred to as "certified organizations") may choose to transfer from the original certification body (hereinafter referred to as the “issuing body”) to a new certification body (hereinafter referred to as the “accepting body”).
C4.1.2 The purpose of this part is to standardize the relevant activities for transferring the certified organizations between certification bodies and ensure the effectiveness of GAP certification activities.
C4.1.3 The requirements of this part are the minimum requirements for transferring certified organizations between certification bodies. The certification body may, based on its own circumstances, adopt more stringent procedures or measures than this part to ensure the effectiveness of the relevant activities.
C4.2 Concrete requirements
C4.2.1 When one of the following circumstances occurs, the certified organization may switch certification bodies:
    1) The original certification certificate has expired and there is no ongoing agreement between the certified organization and the issuing body;
2) Within the existing certification cycle, the issuing body has been withdrawn from accreditation, is no long engaged in certification activities or has been merged into the accepting body. Such transfer shall meet the requirements of ChinaGAP Rules and/or the GLOBALG.A.P. Rules.

C4.2.2 The accepting body shall:
1) be approved and have obtained accreditation within the corresponding scope;
2) ensure that it is registered according to the requirements of ChinaGAP Rules and/or GLOBALG. A.P. Rules, has not got dual registration and collect and evaluate the previous certification information of the certified organization when entering into a contract with the certified organization;
3) ensure that there are no outstanding nonconformities with the certified organization;
4) follow the relevant rules about option 1 and option 2 with regard to the transfer referred to in C4.2.1 1) and implement it as per initial inspection/audit;
5) shall bear full responsibility for the certification transfer with regard to the transfer referred to in C4.2.1 2).
C4.2.3 In terms of the validity period of certification, there are the following two situations:
1) The date of acceptance and the date of audit are after the expiry of the certificate of the issuing body. Since inspection can only be conducted during the harvest period, the agricultural producers may have no valid certificate for a period of time.
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2) The date of acceptance and possibly the date of the audit are both before the expiry of certificate issued by the issuing body. The new certification decision may take effect immediately once the original certificate has expired. In this case,
a) the certification cycle of the certified organization may be consistent with the previous one.
b) The original certification body remains liable until the existing certificate expires.
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Note 1: If the certification decision is made after the certificate of the issuing body expires, even if the acceptance and audit dates are before the certificate is invalidated, there is still a period of time when the product is not certified.
G Part Business scope classification
CNAS provides a classification method for the classification of accredited business scopes for GAP certification, as detailed in Annex A. It is advisable for the certification body to carry out analysis and evaluation on this basis in order to implement further detailed classification management.
Annex A: Table of good agriculture practice certification scope classification
Annex B: List of accreditation normative documents applicable to GAP certification bodies
Annex A (normative annex)：
Annex A: Table of good agriculture practice certification scope classification
	Category (2-digit)
	Sub-category (4-digit)
	Content

	01
	
	Crops

	
	01.01
	Fruit and vegetable module

	
	01.02
	Field module

	
	01.03
	Tea module

	
	01.04
	Flowers module

	
	01.05
	Tobacco module

	02
	
	Livestock and poultry

	
	02.01
	Cattle and sheep module

	
	02.02
	Cow module

	
	02.03
	Poultry module

	
	02.04
	Pig module

	03
	
	Fish

	
	03.01
	Factory farming module

	
	03.02
	Cage farming module

	
	03.03
	Enclosure farming module

	
	03.04
	Pond farming module

	
	03.05
	Mud flat/bottom seeding/suspension farming module 

	04
	04.01
	Bees


Note: Certified products shall be within the catalogue of certification products published by CNCA or products approved by CNCA.
Annex B (informative annex)：

Annex B: List of accreditation normative documents applicable to GAP certification bodies
1. CNAS-R01 Rules for management of accreditation logos and reference to accreditation
2. CNAS-R02 Rules for impartiality and confidentiality
3. CNAS-R03 Rules for handling complaints and disputes
4. CNAS-RC01 Rules for accreditation of certification bodies
5. CNAS-RC02 Rules for suspension and withdrawal of the accreditation qualification of certification bodies
6. CNAS-RC03 Rules for certification bodies to report information
7. CNAS-RC04 Rules for the Fees on the Accreditation of Certification Bodies
8. CNAS-RC05 Rules for the Accreditation of Certification Bodies with Multi-premises
9. CNAS-CC02 Requirements for bodies certifying products, processes and services
10. GAP certification implementation rules
11. GB/T20014 GAP series national standards
12. GB/T19011 Guidelines for auditing management systems （idt IS019011）
13. GLOBALG.A.P Integrated Farm Assurance
14. Memorandum of Understanding Between FoodPLUS and IAF
15. GFSI’s supplementary requirements to ISO/IEC17011 Conformity assessment – Requirements for accreditation bodies accrediting conformity assessment bodies
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