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Foreword
This document is developed by CNAS.
Serving as the basic rules of CNAS for the accreditation of certification bodies, this document together with other accreditation rules and accreditation criteria forms the requirements of CNAS for the accreditation of certification bodies.
This document replaces CNAS-RC01:2017.
Rules for Accreditation of Certification Bodies
1 Scope
1.1 This document is intended to ensure the impartiality and effectiveness of CNAS accreditation of certification bodies and meet the requirements of relevant national laws and regulations and associated international standards and relevant international organizations.
1.2 This document specifies the generic policy and procedures for the accreditation of certification bodies and the policy and procedures of particular accreditation schemes, applicable to the accreditation of bodies certifying management systems, products, personnel, software process and capability maturity assessment. The rules in this document shall be implemented unless otherwise specified by particular accreditation schemes.
2 Normative references
The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.
CNAS-R01
Rules for Use of Accreditation Symbols and Claim of Accreditation 
CNAS-R03
Rules for Handling Appeals, Complaints and Disputes
CNAS-RC02
Rules for Handling the Accreditation Qualifications of Certification Bodies
CNAS-RC03
Rules for Certification Bodies to Report Information
CNAS-RC04
Rules for Management of Fees for Accreditation of Certification Bodies
CNAS-RC05
Rules for Accreditation of Certification Bodies with Multi-premises
CNAS-RC07
Rules for Accreditation of Certification Bodies with Overseas Locations
3 Terms and definitions
3.1 Accreditation normative documents
Policies, procedures, criteria, their explanatory notes and application guidance of CNAS for the implementation of accreditation activities, including accreditation rules, accreditation criteria, accreditation guidance and accreditation schemes, etc.
1)
Accreditation rules (R and RC series) are policy and procedures established by CNAS for the implementation of its accreditation activities in accordance with relevant national laws and regulations and relevant requirements of international organizations. They are mandatory requirements for the accreditation body to operate and the certification bodies to obtain and maintain accreditation qualifications. The accreditation rules include generic rules (for example, CNAS-R01) and specific rules (for example, CNAS-RC02).
2)
Accreditation criteria (CC series) are requirements established by CNAS for regularizing the conformity assessment activities of certification bodies. They are mandatory requirements for certification bodies to obtain and maintain accreditation qualifications. Accreditation criteria include identical adoptions of relevant ISO/IEC standards, mandatory application documents published by IAF regarding relevant ISO/IEC standards and basic criteria (for example, CNAS-CC01) and specific criteria (for example, CNAS-CC11) established by CNAS for specific certification activities.
3)
Accreditation guidance (GC series) is the recommendation or guidance documents provided by CNAS to certification bodies in order for them to meet the requirements of accreditation rules and criteria.
4)
Accreditation schemes (SC series) are CNAS’s additions to the accreditation rules, criteria and guidance applicable to particular accreditation schemes based on the requirements of relevant national laws and regulations or scheme owners.
Note: Details of the above accreditation normative documents can be found on the CNAS website http://www.cnas.org.cn/ published list of accreditation normative documents and texts.
3.2 Basic accreditation scheme
Relevant rules and processes established on the basis of the basic criteria for the accreditation of certification bodies.
E.g. such basic accreditation schemes as accreditation of management system certification bodies, accreditation of product certification bodies, accreditation of personnel certification bodies, accreditation of software process and capability maturity assessment bodies etc.
3.3 Specific accreditation schemes
Relevant rules and processes established within a basic accreditation scheme on the basis of the characteristics of certification activities for the implementation of certification body accreditation.
E.g.:
Specific accreditation schemes established within the basic management system certification body accreditation scheme for the accreditation of bodies certifying quality management systems, environmental management systems, occupation health and safety management systems, food safety management systems, good agriculture practices, information security management systems, energy management systems and information technology service management systems.
Specific accreditation schemes established within the basic product certification body accreditation scheme for the accreditation of bodies certifying general products, good agricultural practices, organic products, forest, services and low carbon products.
Specific accreditation schemes established within the basic personnel certification body accreditation scheme for the accreditation of bodies certifying personnel.
Specific accreditation schemes established within the basic software process and capability maturity assessment body accreditation scheme for the accreditation of bodies assessing software process and capability maturity.
3.4 Sub-specific accreditation schemes
Relevant rules and processes established within a specific accreditation scheme by direct adoption of the specific accreditation scheme and consideration of the characteristics of specific industries or certification activities for the implementation of certification body accreditation.
E.g.:
Sub-specific accreditation schemes established within the specific accreditation scheme of quality management system certification bodies for the accreditation of bodies certifying quality management systems, telecommunication quality management systems, engineering construction enterprise quality management systems and CPC grassroot organization quality management systems.
Sub-specific accreditation schemes established within the specific environmental management system certification body accreditation scheme for the accreditation of bodies certifying environmental management systems.
Sub-specific accreditation schemes established within the specific accreditation scheme of occupational health and safety management system certification bodies for the accreditation of bodies certifying occupational health and safety management systems
Sub-specific accreditation schemes established within the specific accreditation scheme of food safety management system certification bodies for the accreditation of bodies certifying food safety management systems and hazard analysis and critical control points.
Sub-specific accreditation schemes established within the specific accreditation scheme of organic product certification bodies for the accreditation of bodies certifying organic products.
Note: The accreditation schemes established by CNAS are published on its website http://www.cnas.org.cn.
3.5 Certification business scopes
Technical areas involved in the certification activities or certification businesses expressed by other categorization within a particular sub-specific accreditation scheme. Accredited certification business scopes are called accredited business scopes for short.
Note: The certification business scopes can be classified according to the different characteristics of industries or activities (such as primary production, manufacture and service industries.), various processes of product or service realization (such as machinery, electronics, food, finance and health care), different properties of activities (e.g. quality, safety and environment) and product standards. Based on different certification purposes, there can be a number of ways to classify certification business scopes.
3.6 Scope of accreditation
Specific certification services for which accreditation is requested or has been granted, such as premises, accreditation schemes and relevant certification business scopes covered by accreditation.
3.7 Major nonconformity
Absence of, or failure to implement and maintain one or more requirements of applicable accreditation rules, accreditation criteria and quality management system documents of a certification body; or assessment findings that are sufficient to raise doubts about the credibility of certificates issued by a certification body based on the obtained objective evidence.
Note: The management system established by certification bodies in accordance with the accreditation criteria of CNAS-CC01 (ISO/IEC17021), CNAS-CC02 (ISO/IEC17065) and CNAS-CC03 (ISO/IEC17024) for management and control of certification processes is normally called quality management system of certification bodies.
3.8 Minor nonconformity
Assessment findings which may lead to major nonconformity, such as:
1) The absence of or failure to implement and maintain the requirements of a certain clause of the accreditation rules and accreditation criteria in a singular or isolated way, whose consequences have not caused significant impact on the quality management system of a certification body yet, or
2) Failure to implement or deviation from the requirements of accreditation rules and accreditation criteria without causing grave consequences or serious impact on the credibility of the certification results, or
3) Breach of the requirements of relevant certification body documents, resulting in the failure to meet requirements of a certain clause of the accreditation normative documents.
3.9 Verification of corrective action 
Confirmation by CNAS of the effectiveness of the correction and corrective action taken or planned by the assessee against the nonconformities within the time limit specified by CNAS through evaluation of written materials submitted by the assessee, verification at the office and audit site of the assessee.
The time limit for the verification of corrective actions starts from the date the nonconformity is raised. Within the time limit specified by CNAS, the assessee has 2 opportunities to submit for verification, which shall be completed before the deadline. 
3.10 Observation
Assessment finding that has not constituted a nonconformity yet, but need the attention of and improvement by the certification body.
3.11 Document review
Review of documents or materials of the quality management system submitted by certification bodies.
3.12 Office assessment
Assessment performed at the certification body’s office.
3.13 Witness assessment
Assessment conducted through observation of the implementation of certification activities by certification bodies.
3.14 Initial accreditation
Accreditation activities implemented to confirm the conformity of the quality management system of a certification body with the accreditation normative documents of CNAS and its competence to carry out corresponding certification activities against an applicant’s initial application for sub-specific accreditation scheme or an accredited body’s application for adding a sub-specific accreditation scheme.
3.15 Surveillance Assessment
Assessment activities performed during the validity of the accreditation certificate to confirm whether a certification body can effectively maintain and operate its quality management system in accordance with the requirements of CNAS accreditation normative documents, including periodic and short-notice surveillance assessments (such as special surveillance assessment and validation audit).
3.16 Special Surveillance Assessment
Surveillance assessment performed against certain aspects of relevant certification activities of a certification body.
3.17 Validation audit
Evaluation of the conformity and effectiveness of the certification activities of a certification body through on-site verification of the system operation and audited processes of a number of certified organizations.
Note: On-site verification of certified organizations mainly verifies the key points of conformity and effectiveness of the management system of a certified organization instead of repeating the certification audit of the certification body.
3.18 Re-assessment
Accreditation activities to confirm the overall continued conformity of the management system of an accredited certification body that applies for renewal of its accreditation qualifications with the accreditation normative documents of CNAS prior to the expiration of its accreditation certificate.
4 General
4.1 CNAS carries out accreditation of certification bodies in accordance with relevant national laws and regulations and international and national standards and specifications.
4.2 CNAS follows the principles of objectivity and impartiality, science and standardization, authority and reputation, honesty and efficiency and non-discrimination for accreditation of certification bodies.
4.3 CNAS shall not provide any consultation or other services to certification bodies who apply for accreditation that may compromise the impartiality of accreditation.
4.4 CNAS implements accreditation of certification bodies which are committed to meeting the requirements of law and regulations.
4.5 At any stage during application for accreditation or initial accreditation assessment, if there is evidence showing that the certification body is acting fraudulently, providing false information or withholding information, CNAS shall reject the application or terminate the assessment process.
4.6 CNAS shall safeguard the confidentiality of the content of the application materials of a certification body applying for accreditation, accreditation assessment information and other non-public information. CNAS has the responsibility to report relevant information of a certification body to relevant authorities if so required by laws and regulations.
4.7 The assessment of a product certification body by CNAS includes when appropriate verification of whether its testing competence meets relevant requirements of ISO/IEC17025 and its inspection competence meets relevant requirements of ISO/IEC17020. Where the testing competence and inspection competence have already been accredited, CNAS shall consider the accreditation results in light of specific situations.
4.8 CNAS generally implements assessment of a certification body’s management of its subcontract agencies. When necessary, CNAS conducts assessment of the subcontract agencies to determine whether the certification body’s management of subcontract agencies meets relevant requirements.
4.9 CNAS accreditation of certification bodies only means CNAS recognizes the competence of the accredited certification bodies for performing certification services within the accredited certification scopes, but does not indicate the certificates issued by the certification bodies are approved by CNAS.
4.10 CNAS can conduct assessment of the certificates issued without CNAS accreditation symbols by management system certification bodies that have been accredited by CNAS.
4.11 CNAS collects accreditation fees from certification bodies for accreditation services according to CNAS-RC04 Rules for Management of Fees for Accreditation of Certification Bodies and does not accept contribution from any certification body or other interested parties related to accreditation activities.
4.12 CNAS accepts and handles appeals, complaints and disputes against CNAS according to CNAS-R03 Rules for Handling Appeals, Complaints and Disputes.
4.13 CNAS handles the accreditation qualifications of accredited certification bodies in accordance with CNAS-RC02 Rules for Handling the Accreditation Qualifications of Certification Bodies
4.14 Regarding the accreditation of multi-premises certification bodies, CNAS-RC05 Rules for Accreditation of Certification Bodies with Multi-premises and CNAS-RC07 Rules for Accreditation of Certification Bodies with Overseas Locations provide supplementation accreditation rules in addition to this document.
4.15 With regard to certification bodies accredited by accreditation bodies that have mutual recognition agreements with CNAS, CNAS will evaluate the suitability of corresponding accreditation assessment results according to the mutual recognition agreements and relevant arrangements and consider using relevant accreditation assessment results.
4.16 Accredited certification bodies shall make public through public documents or other appropriate means the scopes accredited by CNAS and issue certification certificates with CNAS accreditation symbols within the accredited scopes according to CNAS-R01 Rules for Use of Accreditation Symbols and Claim of Accreditation, and where applicable, including IAF MLA logos.
4.17 Accredited certification bodies shall report relevant information to CNAS in accordance with CNAS-RC03 Rules for Certification Bodies to Report Information.
5 Initial accreditation
Initial accreditation activities include accreditation against initial application for sub-specific accreditation scheme or application for adding sub-specific accreditation scheme by an accredited certification body.
5.1 Initial accreditation application
5.1.1 A certification body applying for initial accreditation (hereinafter referred to as the applicant) shall meet the following basic conditions:
1）An applicant performing certification activities inside the People’s Republic of China shall obtain approval by the Certification and Accreditation Administration of the People’s Republic of China (CNCA).
2）The applicant have clear legal status. If the applicant is part of a larger legal entity, the accreditation application shall be submitted to CNAS by this larger legal entity.
3）The applicant has established and been operating for six months its quality management system effectively in accordance with the requirements of the accreditation normative documents for the corresponding requested sub-specific accreditation scheme and has conducted internal audit and management review covering all procedures.
4） Normally, the management system certification body and product certification body shall have already certified at least 3 organizations in the requested sub-specific accreditation scheme.
Personnel certification bodies shall have developed their certification schemes and have implemented certain number of personnel certification activities in accordance with their certification schemes.
Software process and capability maturity assessment bodies shall have already conducted complete software process assessments of at least 2 organizations according to the assessment methods or evaluation methods recognized by CNAS and have at least 4 full-time assessors/lead assessors meeting CNAS requirements. At least one of them shall be a lead assessor.
5）Arrangements have been made to cover the legal liabilities of the applicant arising from its certification activities.
6）The applicant has made no misleading use of the accreditation symbols prior to its application for accreditation.
7）The applicant has already submitted the Accreditation Application Form and all the required application materials.
Note: The applicant may obtain the accreditation normative documents and the Accreditation Application Form either from CNAS website （www.cnas.org.cn）or from CNAS secretariat.
5.1.2 CNAS will reject an application for accreditation if the applicant doesn’t meet any item of clause 5.1.1 in this document or in case of any one of the followings:
1）There is evidence showing that the applicant is acting fraudulently, providing false information or withholding information;
2）The applicant has been refused application or accreditation according to clause 4.5 of this document for less than two years;
3）The accreditation qualifications have been withdrawn for less than two years
4）The accreditation qualifications have been cancelled for less than one year
5.1.3 The applicant shall pay the application fee according to CNAS-RC04 Rules for Management of Fees for Accreditation of Certification Bodies when submitting the Accreditation Application Form.
5.1.4 Upon receiving the accreditation application, CNAS can conduct the application review through review of the application materials and on-site visit to resolve any differences of understanding between both sides.
1) CNAS will send a notification on application acceptance to the applicant that has passed application review and sign the Accreditation Contract with the applicant.
2) CNAS will send a notification on application rejection to the applicant that has failed to meet the application conditions and explain the reasons for rejection.

3) If the applicant does not agree with the rejection, it can lodge an appeal according to CNAS-R03 Rules for Handling Appeals, Complaints and Disputes.
5.2 Preparations for initial accreditation assessment
CNAS determines the scope of accreditation assessment on the basis of the content of application, plans the accreditation assessment program, sets up the assessment team and notifies the applicant. If the applicant has any objection to the composition of the assessment team, it may forward the objection to CNAS.
5.3 Mode of initial accreditation assessment
The initial accreditation assessment adopts a combination of document review, office assessment and witness assessment.
5.4 Implementation of initial accreditation assessment
5.4.1 Document Review for Initial Accreditation
The assessment team conducts the document review and issues a list of problems or nonconformities found.
Verification of the corrective actions (refer to clause 3.9 of this document) for the issues found during document review shall be completed within three months, otherwise the document review will be failed and CNAS will terminate the accreditation process.
5.4.2 Office assessment for initial accreditation
5.4.2.1 Preparations prior to office assessment
After an applicant passes the document review, CNAS will agree with it on the time for office assessment. The assessment team leader is responsible for developing the office assessment plan and informing the applicant in advance.
5.4.2.2 Implementation of office assessment
The assessment team carries out office assessment of the applicant within the specified assessment scopes against the office assessment plan in accordance with the applicable accreditation normative documents.
The office assessment usually starts with an opening meeting to communicate and confirm the requirements and arrangements of the office assessment with the representative(s) of the applicant.
During the office assessment process, the assessment team can collect evidences by interviews, reviewing documents, sampling quality records and investigating relevant on-site activities.
The assessment team analyzes the relevant information and evidences acquired and conducts a comprehensive evaluation of the certification competence and the conformity and effectiveness of operation of the applicant. The assessment team shall require the applicant’s representative to confirm the nonconforming facts and issue nonconformity reports.
At the end of the office assessment, the assessment team holds the closing meeting with the representatives of the applicant to report the assessment, assessment findings and assessment conclusions, puts forward to the applicant the requirements and methods for verifying the corrective actions against the nonconformities and further communicates and confirms the arrangements for witness assessment with the applicant.
Verification of the corrective actions (refer to clause 3.9 of this document) against the nonconformities raised during initial accreditation office assessment shall be completed within 3 months, otherwise CNAS shall terminate the accreditation process.
5.4.3 Witness assessment for initial accreditation
5.4.3.1 Number of and requirements for the witness assessment projects
1）Initial accreditation of management system certification bodies 
In terms of each sub-specific accreditation scheme, CNAS shall at least witness the implementation of stage 1 and stage 2 audits of the same client by the certification body, unless otherwise specified by other accreditation normative documents of CNAS.
Prior to implementation of the stage 2 audit for the same audit project, the certification body shall submit a complete stage 1 audit report and/or conclusion to the CNAS assessment team.

2）Initial accreditation of product certification bodies
Normally CNAS shall at least witness the implementation of certification activities by the certification body at one client for each sub-specific accreditation scheme, unless otherwise specified by other accreditation normative documents of CNAS.
3）Initial accreditation of personnel certification bodies
CNAS shall at least implement one witness assessment.
4）Initial accreditation of software process and capability maturity assessment bodies
CNAS shall at least implement one witness assessment and the team leader being witnessed must be a full-time assessor/lead assessor of the applicant.
5.4.3.2
Determination of witness assessment projects
In general, witness assessment is arranged after the office assessment. During planning of the accreditation assessment program, CNAS shall communicate with the applicant on the number of and requirements for witness assessment projects. The applicant shall submit a list of projects to CNAS according to specific requirements in a timely manner to enable preliminary selection of witness assessment projects by CNAS. CNAS determines the witness assessment projects by taking into account such factors as the certification scopes requested by the applicant, typicality of witness projects, risk level, technical difficulty level, complexity of the product realization process, level of complexity of the environmental or safety aspects, organization size (e.g. number of personnel, sites, products or service categories), and the content of the certification program. During the office assessment, the assessment team leader can propose adjustment of witness assessment projects on the basis of the assessment and report to CNAS.
CNAS will set up the witness assessment team after deciding on the witness assessment projects and notify the applicant. If the applicant has any objection, it may forward the objection to CNAS.
The applicant shall inform the organization planned for witness of a name list of the witness assessment team in advance and submit the audit/inspection/assessment plan to the witness assessment team 15 days prior to project implementation. 
The witness assessment team leader is responsible for developing the witness assessment plan and notifying the applicant in advance.
5.4.3.3 Implementation of witness assessment
The witness assessment team carries out witness assessment of the on-site audit/inspection/assessment/evaluation activities implemented by the applicant. After completion of the witness assessment, the witness assessment team shall inform the applicant of the witness assessment, assessment findings and assessment conclusions. The assessment team shall require the applicant’s representative to confirm the nonconforming facts and issue the nonconformity reports.
If the audit team is found to be incompetent during the witness assessment, the witness assessment will be failed. 
Verification of the corrective actions (refer to clause 3.9 of this document) against the nonconformities raised during the initial accreditation witness assessment shall be completed within 3 months. Otherwise, CNAS shall terminate the accreditation process.
CNAS shall terminate the accreditation process if the witness assessment has not been implemented according to relevant requirements of clause 5.4.3.1 within 1 year after the initial accreditation office assessment due to reasons of the applicant.
5.5 Assessment report for initial accreditation
After completion of all assessment processes (document review, office assessment and witness assessment) required by the assessment program and verification of the corrective actions against the nonconformities, the office assessment team leader shall complete the assessment report and solicit the applicant’s comments on the content of the assessment report and the recommendation conclusions of the assessment team. If CNAS adjusts the content of the assessment report at the stage of accreditation appraisal, the assessment team leader shall solicit the applicant’s comments on the adjusted assessment report again.
5.6 Accreditation decision for initial accreditation
CNAS makes accreditation decisions on the basis of the accreditation assessment report, assessment records, the materials submitted by the applicant and relevant information acquired. Where necessary, CNAS may request further supplementary information from the applicant.
CNAS issues the accreditation certificate to the applicant based on the basic accreditation scheme after the accreditation decision is approved and defines the accredited scopes in the attachment to the accreditation certificate, which is valid for five years.
At the same time, CNAS makes public the accreditation announcement and lists the accredited certification bodies in the accreditation directory of CNAS.
Note: Relevant accreditation information is published on CNAS website (www.cnas.org.cn).
6 Accreditation of certification business scopes
6.1 Principles for accreditation of certification business scopes
CNAS generally grants accreditation scopes of specific/sub-specific accreditation schemes to accredited certification bodies based on the certification scope categorizations specified in this document and the relevant accreditation normative documents.
In general, CNAS accreditation of specific certification scopes indicates that a certification body meets the requirements of relevant accreditation normative documents and has the management competence in this scope and the technical competences in certain technical areas of this scope but does not mean that the certification body has the technical competences in all the technical areas of this scope. Certification bodies shall evaluate the technical competences for the technical areas in the scopes where they plan to carry out certification activities in accordance with the requirements of CNAS accreditation normative documents and the provisions of their own competence analysis and evaluation system. Certification bodies shall only implement certification activities and issue certificates with CNAS accreditation symbols in the technical areas where they have demonstrated technical competence.
6.2 Classification of certification scopes
This document and relevant accreditation normative documents of CNAS have specified the methods for classification of certification scopes under specific and sub-specific accreditation schemes. Where certification bodies adopt different classification methods other than that of CNAS, they shall establish a cross reference between their own classification methods and that of CNAS.
6.2.1 Classification of certification scope for management system certification bodies
The accreditation of certification scopes of certification bodies for the sub-specific accreditation schemes of quality management systems, environmental management systems and occupation health and safety management systems adopts the classification method in Annex A of this document.
The accreditation of certification scopes of certification bodies for the sub-specific accreditation schemes other than the 3 mentioned above adopts the classification methods specified in relevant accreditation normative documents of CNAS.
6.2.2 Classification of certification scopes of product certification bodies
The accreditation of certification scopes of certification bodies for the specific accreditation scheme of general products adopts classification method based on name of product, standard of product and certification mode.
The accreditation of certification scopes of certification bodies for the specific accreditation schemes of other products (such as good agriculture practice, organic products, forest and service) adopts the classification methods specified in relevant accreditation normative documents of CNAS.
6.2.3 Classification of certification scopes of personnel certification bodies
The accreditation of certification scopes of certification bodies for the specific accreditation scheme of personnel adopts the classification method based on personnel types, personnel certification schemes and personnel certification processes.
6.2.4 Classification of certification scopes of software process and capability maturity assessment bodies
The accreditation of certification scopes of assessment bodies for the specific accreditation scheme of software process and capability maturity assessment adopts the classification method is classified according to the level of software process and capability maturity assessment.
6.3 Procedure for accreditation of certification scopes
6.3.1 Application for accreditation of certification scopes
For initial accreditation and re-assessment, the applicant shall specify the certification scopes for which it applies for accreditation in its Accreditation Application Form submitted to CNAS. After accreditation is granted, an applicant shall submit the Accreditation Application Form together with relevant required materials for adding or changing accredited certification scopes. In general, certification bodies shall have auditors/inspectors with the corresponding technical competence for the certification scopes for which they are applying for accreditation.
6.3.2 Assessment methods for accreditation of certification scopes
CNAS normally implements accreditation assessment of certification scopes of certification bodies through a combination of document review or office assessment (which may be conducted at the same time during initial accreditation, routine surveillance assessment and re-assessment) and necessary witness assessment.
6.3.3 Requirements for witness assessment for accreditation of certification scopes
6.3.3.1 Requirements for witness assessment for accreditation of the certification scopes of management system certification bodies 
Requirements for witness assessment for accreditation of the certification scopes of certification bodies under the sub-specific accreditation schemes of quality management systems, environmental management systems and occupation health and safety management systems are in Annex B of this document.
Requirements for witness assessment for accreditation of the certification scopes of management system certification bodies under the sub-specific accreditation schemes other than the 3 mentioned above shall follow the provisions in relevant accreditation normative documents of CNAS.
6.3.3.2 Requirements for witness assessment for accreditation of the certification scopes of product certification bodies
The witness projects and their number for the accreditation of certification scopes of certification bodies under the specific accreditation scheme of general products shall be determined based on the characteristics of products involved in certification (e.g. safety and quality), product categories and product certification standards.
Requirements for witness assessment for accreditation of the certification scopes of certification bodies under the specific accreditation schemes of other products (such as good agriculture practice, organic products, forest and service) follow the provisions of relevant accreditation normative documents of CNAS.
6.3.3.3 Requirements for witness assessment for accreditation of certification scopes of personnel certification bodies

CNAS usually implements witness assessment of each certification scheme and considers coverages of the evaluation methods specified in certification scheme.

6.3.3.4 Requirements for witness assessment for accreditation of certification scopes of software process and capability maturity assessment bodies

    CNAS implements witness assessment of each level of software process and capability maturity assessment. When the higher level has been witnessed, the lower level can be exempted from witness.

6.3.4 Assessment for accreditation of certification scopes
6.3.4.1 Assessment for accreditation of certification scopes during initial accreditation and re-assessment can be implemented together with the implementation of accreditation assessment.

6.3.4.2 When there is application for adding or changing accreditation scopes after accreditation is granted, CNAS shall complete the planning of the assessment program according to related requirements and appoint an assessment team after accepting the application. The assessment implementation process is the same as the relevant process in clause 5 of this document. If assessment finds that there is no available competence for a scope, the scope shall not be granted. Verification of corrective actions (refer to clause 3.9) against minor nonconformities shall be completed within one month, otherwise, CNAS shall handle them according to the relevant requirements of CNAS-RC02. The verification of corrective actions (refer to clause 3.9) against major nonconformities shall be completed within 15 days, otherwise, CNAS handle them according to the relevant requirements of CNAS-RC02.

6.3.4.3 CNAS will terminate the accreditation process for a scope if the required witness assessment for the scope is not implemented within one year after document review or office assessment due to the reasons of the certification body.

6.3.5 Accreditation decision and accreditation certificate for certification scopes
6.3.5.1 For initial accreditation, the accreditation decision on the certification scopes and accreditation qualifications shall be made at the same time. Decision on adding or changing accreditation scopes shall be made after the assessment activities required by CNAS are competed. 

6.3.5.2 After making the accreditation decision, CNAS shall notify in writing the certification body of the accredited scopes and restrictions for specific/sub-specific accreditation schemes, issue the accredited scopes in the form of an annex to the accreditation certificate to the certification body and publish the accredited scopes and restrictions of the certification body on CNAS website. 

7 Surveillance assessment

7.1 Routine surveillance assessment
During the validity of the accreditation certificate, CNAS shall carry out routine surveillance assessment of accredited certification bodies at certain intervals to confirm whether they continuously comply with the CNAS accreditation normative documents.

7.1.1 Method of routine surveillance assessment
For management system certification bodies, product certification bodies and software process and capability maturity assessment bodies, the routine surveillance assessment is generally conducted by way of office assessment.
For personnel certification bodies, the routine surveillance assessment is generally conducted by way of office assessment combined with necessary witness assessment. Generally, CNAS shall implement at least one witness assessment of each certification scheme based on the content of the personnel certification schemes, taking into account of the personnel certification categories of the personnel certification body and/or certification levels of the personnel, the number of the certification certificates issued, the number of evaluation personnel, the types of personnel evaluation methods and the internal audit of the certification body. 
When there are significant changes to the certification body’s quality management system documents, the surveillance assessment shall also include a review of the quality management system documents of the certification body.

7.1.2 Time interval of routine surveillance assessments
Normally, CNAS shall conduct the first routine office surveillance assessment within 12 months since the date of accreditation decision. The time interval between subsequent routine office surveillance assessments is usually 12 months. CNAS may extend the time interval between routine surveillance assessments of a certification body if it operates its quality management system satisfactorily, takes active and proactive self-discipline actions, achieves obvious effect in continual improvement and is low risk in terms of its accreditation. However, such interval shall not exceed 24 months. 

When significant changes occur in a certification body or it is deemed necessary by CNAS, the time interval between routine surveillance assessments of the certification body can be shortened.
7.1.3 Preparations for routine surveillance assessment

7.1.3.1 Prior to the implementation of routine surveillance assessment, a certification body shall provide accurate information to CNAS as required in a timely manner to facilitate CNAS planning of the routine surveillance assessment program. 

If document review is necessary, the certification body shall submit the quality management system documents to CNAS according to requirements.

If witness assessment is necessary, the certification body shall submit the project list to CNAS according to requirements.

7.1.3.2 After the routine surveillance assessment program is determined, CNAS shall set up an assessment team and notify the certification body. If the certification body has any objection, it may communicate to CNAS. The assessment team leader is responsible for the preparation of the assessment plan and notifying the certification body in advance.

7.1.4 Implementation of routine surveillance assessment

Where document review is necessary, the assessment team shall complete the document review before implementing the office assessment.

The process for implementation of the office assessment is the same as that for initial accreditation.

7.1.5 Verification of corrective actions for routine surveillance assessment

Verification of corrective actions (refer to clause 3.9 of this document) against minor nonconformities raised during routine surveillance assessment shall be completed within one month, otherwise, CNAS shall handle them according to the relevant requirements of CNAS-RC02. The verification of corrective actions (refer to clause 3.9 of this document) against major nonconformities raised during routine surveillance assessment shall be completed within 15 days, otherwise, CNAS handle them according to the relevant requirements of CNAS-RC02. 

7.1.6 Assessment report of routine surveillance assessment

After all the assessment activities required by the surveillance assessment program are completed, the office assessment team leader shall complete the assessment report and solicit comments of the assessee on the content of the assessment report and the recommendation conclusion of the assessment team. If CNAS adjusts the content of the assessment report during accreditation appraisal stage, the assessment team leader shall solicit the comments of the assessee again on the content of the adjusted assessment report. 
7.1.7 Appraisal of routine surveillance assessment

Based on the routine surveillance assessment materials, CNAS appoints competent personnel to review the assessment report. The accreditation qualifications of those meeting the requirements shall be maintained. Where the assessment involves reduction of accreditation scopes or suspension/withdrawal of accreditation qualifications, a decision shall be made through accreditation appraisal on reduction of accreditation scope/suspension or withdrawal of accreditation qualifications and the certification body shall be informed. 
7.2 Special surveillance assessment and validation audit 

7.2.1 Principles of sampling for special surveillance assessment and validation audit
CNAS samples the accredited certification bodies by consideration of (but not limited to) the following factors:

1） those who are found to have serious issues or more issues than others during the national or industry spot check;

2） those who are rated as level C in the classification of accreditation risks of certification bodies;

3） those who are found to have many problems during accreditation assessment;

4） those who have significant changes in operation or who have other changes that may possibly affect their accreditation qualification;

5） those who have received significant or many complaints;

6） those whose certified organizations have more quality, safety or environment pollution accidents;

7） those whose certificates have increased at an abnormal rate;

8） those who have more certified organization with high-level risks;

9） those who have accepted more transferred certificates;

10） those whose certification resources are incompatible with their certification business workload;

11） those who have certified many organizations that failed to pass the audit or were suspended or withdrawn by other certification bodies;

12） those whose certification and management risks are high as reflected by other information;

13） random sampling.

7.2.2 Special surveillance assessment
7.2.2.1 Preparations for special surveillance assessment

After comprehensive evaluation of various relevant information, CNAS determines the certification bodies for implementation of special surveillance assessment.
CNAS shall give short notice to the certification bodies prior to the implementation of onsite special surveillance assessment.

Assessment time is determined according to the size and the risk level of the certification bodies and the scope of the special surveillance assessment and can be adjusted according to the situation of the onsite assessment.

7.2.2.2 Procedure for special surveillance assessment

7.2.2.2.1 The special surveillance assessment can adopt the mode of office assessment and other assessment methods when necessary, e.g. interviewing the relevant personnel of the certification bodies, reviewing the files related to certification activities, soliciting comments from interested parties or verifying relevant information.

7.2.2.2.2 Apart from the determination of the nature of nonconformities and the recommendation conclusion of the assessment team, the procedure for special surveillance office assessment is the same as that for initial accreditation specified in this document.

7.2.2.2.3 After the onsite special surveillance assessment is completed, CNAS shall organize an expert team to analyze the issues found onsite jointly with the assessment team to determine the nature of the nonconformities and make the recommendation conclusion.

7.2.2.3 Decision on special surveillance assessment

After the special surveillance assessment is completed, CNAS shall make decision on the accredited certification bodies according to the assessment information. 

7.2.3 Validation audit
7.2.3.1 Selection of certified organizations
After comprehensive evaluation of various relevant information, CNAS determines the certification bodies for implementation of validation audits. The certified organizations selected for onsite verification are based on the following (but not limited to) considerations:
1） those who are found to have issues during the national administrative spot check;

2） those who have quality, safety or environment pollution accidents;

3） those who have been complained against or exposed by media involving certification;

4） those who are certified again after failing to pass the audit or being suspended or withdrawn by other certification bodies;

5） those who are among the types, industries or regions that have high-level risks or many problems;

6） those who have potential existing risks reflected by other information; 

7） random sampling.

7.2.3.2 Preparations for validation audit
More than two (including two) certified organizations of a certification body chosen for validation audits will be sampled for implementation of onsite verification. 

CNAS will give short notice to the certified organizations and the certification body prior to onsite verification.
Generally, two or more validation team members will jointly implement the onsite verification of the certified organizations and the time of on-site verification is 1-2 man-days.

7.2.3.3 Procedure for validation audit

7.2.3.3.1 The validation audit team implements onsite verification by reviewing documents, communicating with relevant personnel and onsite observation on the site of the certified organizations.

7.2.3.3.2 The validation audit team shall communicate with the certified organizations on issues found during the onsite verification process and have the certification organizations confirm the facts.

7.2.3.3.3 After completing the onsite verification, the validation audit team shall confirm the issues found with the certification bodies (and conduct follow-up assessment when necessary). Nonconformity reports shall be issued to the certification bodies if the issues become nonconformities. 
7.2.3.3.4 After the onsite validation audit is completed, CNAS shall organize an expert team to analyze the issues found onsite jointly with the audit team to determine the nature of the nonconformities and make the recommendation conclusion.
7.2.3.4 Conclusion of validation audit

After the validation audit is completed, CNAS shall make accreditation decision on the accredited certification bodies according to the assessment information.

7.2.3.5 Termination of onsite verification of validation audit
1） when the certification organizations cannot accept onsite verification due to force majeure, the validation audit team may terminate the onsite verification in time;
2） Apart from force majeure, if the on-site verification cannot be continued effectively due to the reasons of certified organizations, the validation audit team may terminate the onsite verification in time. For such kind of termination, CNAS shall take the corresponding actions according to the requirements of CNAS-RC02 Rules for Handling the Accreditation Qualifications of Certification Bodies;
3） In case of termination of onsite verification of validation audit, CNAS will do supplementary sampling. 

8 Reassessment

8.1 Application for reassessment
The applicant shall submit the reassessment application to CNAS 4 months prior to the expiry date of the accreditation certificate. If accreditation decision is not made upon the expiry date of the accreditation certificate because the certification body fails to submit all the application materials for reassessment on time, it may lead to accreditation invalidation. The process of reassessment application shall be implemented in accordance with the relevant process in clause 5 of this document.

8.2 Method of reassessment

CNAS normally combines document review with office assessment for the reassessment of management system certification bodies, product certification bodies and software process and capability maturity assessment bodies.

For personnel certification bodies, the reassessment is generally conducted by way of document review, office assessment combined with necessary witness assessment. Generally, CNAS shall implement at least one witness assessment of each certification scheme based on the content of the personnel certification schemes, taking into account of the personnel certification categories of the personnel certification body and/or certification levels of the personnel, the number of the certification certificates issued, the number of evaluation personnel, the types of personnel evaluation methods and the internal audit of the certification body.
8.3 Preparations for reassessment

After accepting a reassessment application, CNAS shall plan the assessment program and appoint an assessment team and notify the certification body. If the certification body has any objection, it may forward the objection to CNAS. The assessment team leader is responsible for developing the assessment plan and notifying the certification body in advance.

8.4 Implementation of reassessment

The assessment team shall complete the document review before implementing office assessment.

The process for implementing the office assessment is the same as that for initial accreditation.

8.5 Verification of corrective actions for reassessment

Verification of corrective actions (refer to clause 3.9) against minor nonconformities raised during reassessment shall be completed within one month, otherwise, CNAS shall handle them according to the relevant requirements of CNAS-RC02. The verification of corrective actions (refer to clause 3.9) against major nonconformities raised during reassessment shall be completed within 15 days, otherwise, CNAS handle them according to the relevant requirements of CNAS-RC02.
8.6 Reassessment report

After completion of all assessment activities required by the assessment program, the office assessment team leader shall complete the assessment report and solicit the comments from the assessee on the content of the assessment report and the recommendation conclusions of the assessment team. If CNAS adjusts the content of the assessment report at the stage of accreditation appraisal, the assessment team leader shall solicit comments from the assessee on the adjusted assessment report again. 
8.7 Decision on reassessment

CNAS makes the decision on updating the accreditation qualifications of an accredited certification body and renew the accreditation certificate on the basis of reassessment materials and completion status of the post-accreditation witness assessments in this accreditation cycle (refer to clause 9 of this document).

CNAS shall make the decision on reducing the accreditation scopes with regard to the certification scopes for which specific witness assessment has not been completed according to CNAS requirements and renew the annex to the accreditation certificate.
9 Witness Assessment after accreditation

9.1 Principles for witness assessment after accreditation
For accredited certification bodies providing certification of management systems, products and software process and capability maturity assessment, CNAS shall implement certain number of witness assessments every year within an accreditation cycle to verify the competence of certification bodies for carrying out certification activities. 

Generally, CNAS implements at least one witness assessment for each specific accreditation scheme annually and implements one witness assessment on each sub-specific accreditation scheme included in a particular specific accreditation scheme within the accreditation cycle. The witness assessment of particular specific or sub-specific accreditation schemes shall also meet the particular requirements of clause 9.2 of this document or the relevant accreditation normative documents of CNAS.

9.2 Requirement for post-accreditation witness assessment of certification bodies for sub-specific accreditation schemes of quality management system, environmental management system, and occupational health and safety management system
CNAS shall at least implement one witness assessment of each technical cluster of each sub-specific accreditation scheme within the first accreditation cycle (refer to Annex B of this document).

After a certification body has demonstrated adequate experience and performance, CNAS may at least implement one witness assessment of each technical cluster of each sub-specific accreditation scheme within every two consecutive accreditation cycles (refer to Annex B of this document).

If there have been significant changes to the auditor management, audit processes, audit results and auditing personnel of a certification body, CNAS may restore the frequency of witness assessment of the first accreditation cycle according to the actual situation.

If it is found during witness assessment that the audit team doesn’t have the competence to implement the audit, the witness assessment will be failed and CNAS will reduce the technical cluster of the witness project from the accredited certification scopes of the certification body.

9.3 Preparations for the post-accreditation witness assessment 

In the light of the requirements for witness assessment of particular specific/sub-specific accreditation scheme, CNAS plans the witness assessment program by taking into account such factors as the number of accredited scopes, number of certificates issued by the certification body, typicality, risk level, technical difficulty level and organizational size of certification projects, operating scale and importance level of the certification body and notifies the certification body.
Certification bodies shall submit the relevant information on witness assessment projects (including cross-frontier projects) in a timely manner based in accordance with the requirements of CNAS.

CNAS will set up the witness assessment team after it has selected the witness assessment projects and notify the certification body. If the certification body has any objection, it may forward the objection to CNAS.

Certification bodies shall inform the organization of the name list of the witness assessment team in advance and submit the audit/inspection/assessment plan to the witness assessment team 15 days prior to project implementation.

The team leader of witness assessment is responsible for developing the witness assessment plan and notifying the certification body in advance.

9.4 Implementation of post-accreditation witness assessment

Witness assessment team carries out the witness assessment of the onsite audit/inspection/assessment activities implemented by the certification body. After the witness assessment is completed, the witness assessment team shall inform the certification body of the status of witness assessment, assessment findings and assessment conclusions. Nonconforming facts shall be confirmed by the certification body’s representative and raised in nonconformity reports. If it is found during the witness assessment that the audit team doesn’t have the competence for implementing audit, the witness assessment will be failed.

9.5 Verification of corrective actions for post-accreditation witness assessment
Verification of corrective actions (refer to clause 3.9 of this document) against minor nonconformities raised during post-accreditation witness assessment shall be completed within one month, otherwise, CNAS shall handle them according to the relevant requirements of CNAS-RC02. The verification of corrective actions (refer to clause 3.9 of this document) against major nonconformities raised during post-accreditation witness assessment shall be completed within 15 days, otherwise, CNAS handle them according to the relevant requirements of CNAS-RC02.
9.6 Decision of post-accreditation witness assessment 

CNAS shall organize competent personnel to review the materials of post-accreditation witness assessment. Where reduction of accredited scopes is involved, CNAS shall make decision on changing the accredited scopes of a certification body and renew the annex to the accreditation certificate.
Annex A (Normative annex)
Classification for accreditation of certification scopes
Content of category codes
1           Agriculture, forestry and fishing

2           Mining and quarrying

3           Food products, beverages and tobacco

4           Textiles and textile products

5           Leather and leather products

6           Wood and wood products

7           Pulp, paper and paper products

8           Publishing companies
9           Printing companies
10          Manufacture of coke and refined petroleum products
11          Nuclear fuel  

12          Chemicals, chemical products and fibers

13          Pharmaceuticals

14          Rubber and plastic products  

15          Non-metallic mineral products

16          Concrete, cement, lime, plaster etc
17          Basic metals and fabricated metal products

18          Machinery and equipment

19          Electrical and optical equipment

20          Shipbuilding

21          Aerospace

22          Other transport equipment

23          Manufacturing not elsewhere classified
24          Recycling

25          Electricity supply

26          Gas supply

27          Water supply

28          Construction

29         Wholesale and retail trade; Repair of motor vehicles, motorcycles and personal and household goods
30          Hotels and restaurants

31          Transport, storage and communication

32          Financial intermediation; real estate; renting
33          Information technology

34          Engineering services

35          Other Services

36          Public administration

37          Education  

38          Health and social work

39          Other social services

Annex B (Normative annex)
Requirements for witness assessment of certification bodies for accreditation of certification scopes under the QMS, EMS and OHSMS sub-specific accreditation schemes
1 Clustering of certification scopes
Taking into account applicable laws and regulations, technical characteristics of the processes and the competence required of the audit teams of certification bodies under the QMS, EMS and OHSMS sub-specific accreditation schemes, CNAS divides all categories in Annex A into a series of technical clusters and classifies the technical clusters with higher technical requirements for the competence of the audit teams as the key categories (refer to tables Annex B-1, B-2 and B-3 under this annex).

2 Requirements for witness assessment for accreditation of certification scopes
2.1 If there is only one key category in a technical cluster, CNAS will grant accreditation to all categories in this cluster after implementing a successful witness assessment of this key category on the basis of the results of document review or office assessment.

2.2 If there are a few key categories in a technical cluster, CNAS will at least implement one witness assessment based on the following rules.

2.2.1 For all key categories identified as “and” relationships in the column of “key category codes” in Annex B-1, B-2 and B-3, CNAS will grant accreditation to a certain witnessed key category and other non-key categories of this cluster after implementing a successful witness assessment of this key category on the basis of the results of document review or office assessment, but other key categories within this cluster still need to be witnessed.

2.2.2 For all key categories identified as “or” relationships in the column of “key category codes” in Annex B-1, B-2 and B-3, CNAS will grant accreditation to all categories of this cluster after implementing a successful witness assessment of any key category in this technical cluster on the basis of the results of document review or office assessment.
2.3. If a certification body applies for accreditation of one or a few non-key categories in a certain technical cluster, the minimum requirements is one successful witness assessment by CNAS of this cluster.
2.4 If the witness assessment is not successful, accreditation shall not be granted to the category of the witnessed project and other non-key categories in the technical cluster for which the certification body applies for accreditation.
Annex B-1
Sub-specific accreditation scheme for accreditation of QMS certification bodies
Technical clusters and key categories
	S/N
	Technical cluster
	Category code
	Content
	Code of key category

	A. 
	Food
	1
	Agriculture, forestry and fishing
	3

	
	
	3
	Food products, beverages and tobacco
	

	
	
	30
	Hotels and restaurants
	

	B. 
	Machinery
	17
	Basic metals and fabricated metal products
	22 or 20

	
	
	18
	Machinery and equipment
	

	
	
	19
	Electrical and optical equipment
	

	
	
	20
	Shipbuilding
	

	
	
	22
	Other transport equipment
	

	C. 
	Paper
	7
	Paper products
	9

	
	
	8
	Publishing
	

	
	
	9
	Printing
	

	D. 
	Minerals
	2
	Mining and quarrying
	2 or 15

	
	
	15
	Non-metallic mineral products
	

	
	
	16
	Concrete, cement, lime, plaster etc
	

	E. 
	Construction
	28
	Construction
	28

	
	
	34
	Engineering service
	

	F. 
	Manufacturing
	4
	Textiles and textile products
	5 or 14

	
	
	5
	Leather and leather products
	

	
	
	6
	Wood and Wood Products
	

	
	
	14
	Rubber and plastic products
	

	
	
	23
	Manufacturing not elsewhere classified
	

	G. 
	Chemicals
	7
	Pulp and paper
	12

	
	
	10
	Manufacture of coke and refined petroleum products
	

	
	
	12
	Chemicals, chemical products and fibers
	

	H. 
	Supply
	25
	Electricity supply
	26

	
	
	26
	Gas supply
	

	
	
	27
	Water supply
	

	I. 
	Transport and recycling
	24
	Recycling
	24 and 31

(only limited to “various types of passenger/cargo transports and their support activities” or “all kinds of postal/ courier” or “warehouse and storage”)

	
	
	31
	Transport, storage and communication
	

	
	
	39
	Other social services
	

	J. 
	Service
	29
	Wholesale and retail trade; Repair of motor vehicles, motorcycles and personal and household goods
	37 or 33


	
	
	32
	Financial intermediation; real estate; renting
	

	
	
	33
	Information technology
	

	
	
	35
	Other services
	

	
	
	37
	Education
	

	
	
	36
	Public administration
	

	K. 
	Nuclear 
	11
	Nuclear fuel
	11

	L. 
	Pharmaceuticals
	13
	Pharmaceuticals
	13

	M. 
	Aerospace
	21
	Aerospace
	21

	N. 
	Health 
	38
	Health and social work
	38


Annex B-2
Sub-specific accreditation scheme for accreditation of EMS certification bodies

Technical clusters and key categories
	S/N
	Technical cluster
	Category code
	Content
	Code of key category

	A. 
	Agriculture, forestry and fishing
	1
	Agriculture, forestry and fishing
	1

	B. 
	Food
	3
	Food products, beverages and tobacco
	3

	
	
	30
	Hotels and restaurants
	

	C. 
	Machinery
	17
	Metal products
	20 or 21 or 19

(only limited to the manufacture of lead-acid batteries)

	
	
	18
	Machinery and equipment
	

	
	
	19
	Electrical and optical equipment
	

	
	
	20
	Shipbuilding
	

	
	
	21
	Aerospace
	

	
	
	22
	Other transport equipment
	

	D. 
	Paper
	7
	Paper products
	9

	E. 
	
	8
	Publishing
	

	F. 
	
	9
	Printing
	

	G. 
	Construction
	28
	Construction
	28

	H. 
	
	34
	Engineering services
	

	I. 
	Manufacturing
	4
	Textiles and textile products
	4 (only limited to “dyeing and finishing of textiles”) and 5 (only limited to “tanning, dressing and dyeing of leather”)

	J. 
	
	5
	Leather and leather products
	

	K. 
	
	6
	Wood and wood products
	

	L. 
	
	23
	Manufacturing not elsewhere classified
	

	M. 
	Chemicals
	7
	Pulp and paper
	7 and 10 and 12 and 13

(only limited to “manufacture of basic drug products”) and 17 (only limited to “the manufacture of pig iron, crude steel and iron alloys”, or “the manufacture of base precious metals and other non-ferrous metals” or “the casting of metals”) 

	N. 
	
	10
	Manufacture of coke and refined petroleum products
	

	O. 
	
	12
	Chemicals, chemical products and fibers
	

	P. 
	
	13
	Pharmaceuticals
	

	Q. 
	
	14
	Rubber and plastic products
	

	R. 
	
	15
	Non-metallic mineral products
	

	S. 
	
	16
	Concrete, cement, lime, plaster etc.
	

	T. 
	
	17
	Basic metals
	

	U. 
	Mining and quarrying
	2
	Mining and quarrying
	2

	V. 
	Supply
	25
	Electricity supply 
	25 or 26

	W. 
	
	26
	Gas supply 
	

	X. 
	
	27
	Water supply 
	

	Y. 
	Transport and recycling
	31
	Transport, storage and communication
	24 and 31 (only limited to transportation and storage of dangerous chemicals”) and 39
(only limited to “sewage treatment” or “waste collection” or “waste treatment and disposal” or “pollution remediation and other waste management services”)

	Z. 
	
	24
	Recycling
	

	AA. 
	
	39
	Other social services
	

	AB. 
	Services
	29
	Wholesale and retail trade; Repair of motor vehicles, motorcycles and personal and household goods
	29 (only limited to “sale of automotive fuel in exclusive stores”) or 35 (only limited to “industrial cleaning activities”) or 36 (only limited to “all levels of people’s governments, environmental protection administrative departments and corresponding functions”)

	AC. 
	
	32
	Financial intermediation; real estate; renting
	

	AD. 
	
	33
	Information Technology
	

	AE. 
	
	35
	Other services
	

	AF. 
	
	36
	Public administration
	

	AG. 
	
	37
	Education
	

	AH. 
	Nuclear 
	11
	Nuclear fuel
	11

	AI. 
	Health 
	38
	Health and social work
	38

(only limited to “medical activities in hospitals”)


Annex B-3
Sub-specific accreditation scheme for accreditation of OHSMS certification bodies

Technical clusters and key categories
	S/N
	Technical cluster
	Category code
	Content
	Code of key category

	A
	Agriculture, forestry and fishing
	1
	Agriculture, forestry and fishing
	1

	B
	Food
	3
	Food products, beverages and tobacco
	3

	
	
	30
	Hotels and restaurants
	

	C
	Machinery
	17
	Limited to metal products
	20 (limited to shipbuilding) and 21 (only limited to the manufacture of spacecraft)

	
	
	18
	Machinery and equipment
	

	
	
	19
	Electrical and optical equipment
	

	
	
	20
	Shipbuilding
	

	
	
	21
	Aerospace
	

	
	
	22
	Other transport equipment
	

	D
	Paper
	7
	Limited to paper products
	9

	
	
	8
	Publishing
	

	
	
	9
	Printing
	

	E
	Construction
	28
	Construction
	28 (only limited to “residential and non-residential buildings” and “bridges and tunnels” and “hydraulic engineering or other building activities not elsewhere classified”)

	
	
	34
	Engineering services
	

	F
	Manufacturing
	4
	Textiles and textile products
	4 and 5 only limited to “tanning of leather”) or 6

	
	
	5
	Leather and leather products
	

	
	
	6
	Wood and wood products
	

	
	
	23
	Manufacturing not elsewhere classified
	

	G
	Chemicals
	7
	Limited to the manufacture of pulp and paper
	7 and 10 (only limited to “manufacture of coke products” and “manufacture of refined petroleum products”) and 12 (only limited to “production of explosives and powders” and “production of other hazardous chemicals”) and 13 and 【16 (only limited to “manufacture of cement” or “manufacture of lime and plaster”) or 17 (only limited to “manufacture of crude steel, pig iron and iron alloys” or “the manufacture of base precious metals and other non-ferrous metals”)】

	
	
	10
	Manufacture of coke and refined petroleum products
	

	
	
	12
	Chemicals, chemical products and fibers
	

	
	
	13
	Pharmaceuticals
	

	
	
	14
	Rubber and plastic products
	

	
	
	15
	Non-metallic mineral products
	

	
	
	16
	Concrete, cement, lime, plaster etc
	

	
	
	17
	Limited to the manufacture of basic metals
	

	H
	Mining and quarrying
	2
	Mining and quarrying
	2 (only limited to “coal” and “extraction of petroleum and natural gas”)

	I
	Supply
	25
	Electricity supply 
	25 (only limited to “electricity generation” and 26 (only limited to “gas production”)

	
	
	26
	Gas supply 
	

	
	
	27
	Water supply 
	

	J
	Transport and recycling
	31
	Transport, storage and communication
	31 (only limited to “transportation of hazardous chemicals” and “storage of hazardous chemicals”) and 【24 (only limited to “recycling of hazardous waste”) or 39 (only limited to “collection of hazardous waste” or “treatment and disposal of hazardous waste”)】

	
	
	24
	Recycling
	

	
	
	39
	Other social services
	

	K
	Services
	29
	Wholesale and retail trade; Repair of motor vehicles, motorcycles and personal and household goods
	29 (only limited to “sale of automotive fuel in exclusive stores”) or 35 (only limited to “industrial cleaning activities”) or 36 (only limited to “fire control services”)

	
	
	32
	Financial intermediation; real estate; renting
	

	
	
	33
	Information Technology
	

	
	
	35
	Other services
	

	
	
	36
	Public administration
	

	
	
	37
	Education
	

	L
	Nuclear 
	11
	Nuclear fuel
	11

	M
	Health 
	38
	Health and social work
	38 (only limited to “medical activities in hospitals”)
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