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CNAS-SL02

Accreditation Scheme for Energy Star® Laboratories

CNAS

Foreword
This document is developed by CNAS, a cooperative institution recognized by EPA, to promote CNAS-accredited laboratories to serve as EPA-recognized laboratories for the ENERGY STAR program.
This document is developed according to the criteria for recognition of accreditation bodies and accredited laboratories by EPA under the ENERGY STAR® program. It is a specific requirement and guidance for Energy Star® laboratory. It serves with accreditation rules and accreditation criteria for CNAS-accredited ENERGY STAR® laboratory. This document is a supplementary of accreditation rules, criteria and guidance in connection with Energy Star® laboratory accrediting. And it’s a part of accreditation criteria.
This document is developed for the first time and comes into force from the day of its publication. It includes one informative annex: comparison table between items listed in Criteria Part of this document and CNAS-CL01.
Accreditation Scheme for Energy Star® Laboratories
1 Scope
This document applies to the accreditation by CNAS to laboratories applying for or maintaining accredited laboratory for the Energy Star® program by EPA. 
2 Normative References
The following referenced documents contain provisions, which, through reference in this document, constitute provisions of this document. The latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.
Conditions and criteria for recognition of accreditation bodies for the ENERGY STAR® laboratory program

Conditions and criteria for recognition of accredited laboratories by EPA under the ENERGY STAR® Program

3 Supplementary Requirements for Accreditation
Rules part
R.1 Accreditation conditions
Laboratories applying for accreditation on ENERGY STAR® program shall operate based on CNAS-CL01 (ISO/IEC 17025). And laboratories shall meet all related requirements of CNAS.
R.2 Application
R.2.1 When laboratories apply for testing method on ENERGY STAR® program, they shall submit all related materials listed in CNAS-AL01 ”Application for Laboratory Accreditation”.
R.2.2 Laboratories shall apply for the latest and effective ENERGY STAR criteria issued by EPA. They shall offer the corresponding list of laboratory test procedures for each accredited ENERGY STAR test method. If necessary, CNAS will demand the test procedures.
R.2.3When ENERGY STAR criteria need to quote other standards to carry out testing, the reference standard shall be accredited. When part of ENERGY STAR criteria does not involve testing requirements and testing methods are only listed in specified chapters or clauses, the specific testing parameter and item shall be filled in the column of “Item/ Parameter” and the terms or chapters’ number shall be indicated in the column of “Title, Code of standard or method”. 
R.3 Accreditation process
R.3.1 Application acceptance, assessment, and approval are similar to other CNAS accredited laboratories. 
R.3.2 In assessment of initial accreditation and expanding accreditation scopes, including additional methods in changes to accredited criteria, every item involved in test object shall be validated respectively by the assessment team. The assessment team shall use field test or measurement audit (blind test) as far as possible. 
R.3.3 During accreditation activity, the assessment team shall notify CNAS project manager of any observed test method interpretations that require clarification immediately. 
R.3.4 Project manager shall record the feedback from the assessment team and the laboratory in office system. The fixed contact shall notify it to EPA by E-mail in 5 working days.
R.3.5When the laboratory identifies the revision of ENERGY STAR® standard, it shall submit the alteration application to CNAS as soon as possible. If the laboratory finds revision of requested standards before onsite assessment, it can change the version. The assessment team shall report the version confirmed at the onsite assessment.
R.3.6 The assessment team shall submit the assessment report (CNAS-PD14/11) and application materials related to ENERGY STAR® application to CNAS secretariat.
R.3.7 Publish on CNAS’s website the following information of ENERGY STAR® laboratories CNAS has accredited. 
1) Laboratory name, address, and phone number;
2) Laboratory  contact;
3) Accreditation effective date;
4) Accreditation expiration date;
5) Scope of accreditation.
R.3.8 The scope of periodic surveillance assessment shall cover part or all ENERGY STAR® items.
R.4 Rights and obligations
R.4.1 Rights and obligations of CNAS
1) CNAS shall operate accreditation program in accordance with ISO/IEC 17011, “Conformity assessment: General requirements for accreditation bodies accrediting conformity assessment bodies.”

2) CNAS shall maintain status as a signatory to the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA). CNAS will inform EPA, in writing, within 30 days of any change in signatory status in the ILAC MRA.
3) CNAS’s ENERGY STAR® assessor training program includes training on the requirements described in the ENERGY STAR Laboratory Recognition Requirements. Only assessors participated in ENERGY STAR® assessor training program can perform ENERGY STAR® assessment. When EPA changes the requirements for laboratories and Accreditation Bodies, CNAS will train ENERGY STAR® assessor in time.
4) CNAS will participate in meetings with EPA as necessary. During these meetings, CNAS will inform EPA of the status of the program, common deficiencies, and issues related to accreditation of laboratories.
5) CNAS will keep track of ENERGY STAR product categories and required test methods published by EPA and list on CNAS’s website.
6) Report to EPA within 30 days of these changes about CNAS:
a) Legal, commercial, organizational, or ownership status;
b) Organization and management, e.g., key managerial staff;
c) Policies or procedures, where appropriate;
d) Location;
e) Personnel, facilities, working environment or other resources, where significant; 

 f)  Other such matters that may affect the CNAS's capability, scope of recognized activities, or compliance with the ENERGY STAR requirements and relevant technical documents. 

7) CNAS　will forward any questions related to ENERGY STAR test procedures to EPA for resolution. 

8) Upon request, CNAS will provide EPA with electronic copies of laboratory accreditation information including:
a) Accreditation effective date;
b) Accreditation expiration date
c) ENERGY STAR-relevant accredited test methods;  

d) A list of qualified personnel per ENERGY STAR-relevant accredited test methods.
9) CNAS will notify EPA immediately in writing, and update CNAS’s website to document any action that adversely affects the accreditation status of an EPA-recognized accredited laboratory. 
10) Upon request, CNAS will provide EPA with copies of laboratory assessment documentation related to ENERGY STAR testing, including corrective action plans, and documentation of resolution of deficiencies. 

11) CNAS will allow EPA to witness any assessments performed for ENERGY STAR® laboratories.
R.4.2 Rights and obligations of laboratories
1)  As soon as the laboratory is recognized by EPA, it shall notify CNAS in writing and clarity the difference between EPA recognition range and CNAS accreditation scope. When EPA adjusts the recognition status, the laboratory shall inform CNAS immediately. 
2)  When EPA doubts about data and reports issued by the laboratory, it shall inform CNAS in time.
3)  When the laboratory finds any technical problem of the test methods about ENERGY STAR® program that requires clarification, it shall forward those to CNAS and EPA in time.
4) The laboratory shall permit CNAS to provide accreditation information, such as assessment report, corrective actions and accreditation status of the ENERGY STAR® laboratories to EPA when EPA asks.
5) The laboratory shall allow EPA or an EPA-appointed representative, at its discretion, to witness onsite assessment. 
Criteria part (C) 
C.1 The laboratory shall maintain arrangements to ensure the freedom of laboratory management and personnel from any undue internal or external pressures and influences that may adversely affect the quality of their work. The laboratory shall establish the mechanisms for reporting and responding to attempts to exert undue influence on test results. 
C.2 The laboratory shall establish organization chart showing that the responsibilities, authorities, and inter-relationships of all personnel who manage, perform or verify laboratory results are free from influence that may adversely affect the quality of their work; 
C.3 The laboratory shall have a policy that sets out quality objectives, commitments and operational procedures; 
C.4 The laboratory shall employ experienced personnel who have the education and training needed to conduct the tests of ENERGY STAR program;
C.5 The laboratory shall regularly audit ethics and compliance of laboratory staff testing ENERGY STAR® item and record results;

C.6 The laboratory shall have the physical plant facilities, environment and test equipment needed for ENERGY STAR® testing; 
C.7 The laboratory shall develop and maintain separate laboratory test procedures for each accredited ENERGY STAR test method that detail how testing will be conducted utilizing the laboratory’s test facilities, fixtures, equipment and personnel. The laboratory shall constantly track changes of ENERGY STAR test methods;

C.8 The quality control project of the laboratory shall include ENERGY STAR test items. The laboratory shall meet the proficiency testing requirements of CNAS and EPA. The laboratory shall provide its proficiency testing results designated by EPA in CNAS onsite assessment.
Guidance part (G) 
G.1 Guidance on the registration of ENERGY STAR® laboratory in EPA
Accredited ENERGY STAR® laboratory by CNAS can apply for recognition to EPA after confirmation of accreditation status in the ENERGY STAR® laboratory column of the accredited laboratories column on CNAS website. The laboratory shall fill out the Application for Recognition of Accredited Laboratories by EPA under the ENERGY STAR® Program and submit related materials. Detail requirements can be found on ENERGY STAR website.
G.2 Application conditions of ENERGY STAR® laboratory
G.2.1The laboratory shall develop and maintain separate laboratory test procedures for each accredited ENERGY STAR test method that detail how testing will be conducted utilizing the laboratory’s test facilities, fixtures, equipment and personnel. 
1) Have a policy that sets out quality objectives, commitments and operational procedures;
2) Employ experienced personnel who have the education and training needed to conduct the tests;

3) Have the physical plant facilities and test equipment needed for proper testing;
4) Ensure that measuring equipment is accurate and calibrated and that calibration records are maintained;
5) Maintain a record of all original observations, test data and calculations;
6) Maintain arrangements to ensure the freedom of laboratory management and personnel from any undue internal or external commercial, financial or other pressures and influences that may adversely affect the quality of their work.
G.2.2 It is EPA’s expectation that laboratories will consistently maintain the impartiality of product testing. Demonstration of impartiality, consistent with the requirements of ISO/IEC 17025, shall include but may not be limited to the following:
1) organization chart showing that the responsibilities, authorities, and inter-relationships of all personnel who manage, perform or verify laboratory results are free from influence that may adversely affect the quality of their work;
2) dates of internal audits, audit findings, and any corrective actions taken;
3) any customer complaints and corrective action taken;
4) original testing records containing sufficient information for repeatability, including the names of staff who participated;
5) evidence that laboratory employees participate in and regularly pass ethics and compliance audits; and,
evidence that mechanisms for reporting and responding to attempts to exert undue influence on test results are in place.

Annex: (Informative Annex) 
Comparison Table between Items Listed in Criteria Part of this Document and CNAS-CL01
	Items in Criteria Part of this Document
	Items in CNAS-CL01

	C.1
	4.1.5 b)

	C.2
	4.1.5 e)

	C.3
	4.2.2

	C.4
	5.2.1

	C.5
	5.2.5

	C.6
	5.3.1

	C.7
	5.4.1 2) 

	C.8
	5.9.1
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