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CNAS-RL04
Rules on Accepting Accreditation Application from Cross-frontier Laboratories and Inspection Bodies
CNAS

Rules on Accepting Accreditation Application from Cross-frontier Laboratories and Inspection Bodies
1. Objective and Scope

1.1 As a signatory to APLAC and ILAC MRA, CNAS strictly fulfils the MRA requirements and recognizes the accreditation results of other MRA signatories.

1.2 This Rules is applicable to the acceptance of accreditation application by CNAS from cross-frontier laboratories, inspection bodies, reference material producers and providers of proficiency testing schemes.
1.3 Cross-frontier applicants shall meet the relevant requirements of CNAS-RL01 “Rules for the Accreditation of Laboratories” and CNAS-RI01 “Rules for the Accreditation of Inspection Bodies”.
2. References
The following documents contain provisions, which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.
2.1 GB/T 27000-2006 Conformity assessment - Vocabulary and general principles
2.2 GB/T 27011-2005Conformity assessment - General requirements for accreditation bodies accrediting conformity assessment bodies
2.3 ILAC P5 ILAC Mutual Recognition Arrangement
2.4 APLAC MR 002 APLAC Mutual. Recognition Arrangement
2.5 ILAC G21 Cross Frontier Accreditation - Principles for Avoiding Duplication
2.6 CNAS-RL01 Rules for the Accreditation of Laboratories
2.7 CNAS-RI01 Rules for the Accreditation of Inspection Bodies
2.8 CNAS-RL03 Rules for Fees on the Accreditation of Laboratories and Inspection Bodies

2.9 CNAS-RL02 Rules for Proficiency Testing
3. Terms and Definitions

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in GB/T 27000 and GB/T27011 and the following apply:

3.1 Accreditation: third-party attestation related to a conformity assessment body conveying formal demonstration of its competence to carry out specific conformity assessment tasks
3.2 Applicant: CAB seeking CNAS accreditation

3.3 Accredited CAB: CAB having been granted CNAS accreditation
4. Policy on Application Acceptance
4.1 CNAS operates its accreditation activities in a fair, impartial and open manner and acts in a nondiscriminatory way towards all applicants or accredited CABs. Cross-frontier applicants can apply to CNAS for accreditation and the latter will accredit them according to unified accreditation requirements.

4.2 Cross-frontier applicants can apply to CNAS for accreditation under the following or similar circumstances:

a) The accreditation body in the country or economy of the applicant is unable to offer the scope of accreditation required by the applicant;
b) The accreditation body in the country or economy of the applicant has not signed the mutual recognition arrangement with CNAS;
c) There is no local accreditation body in the country or economy of the applicant.   
d) The applicant’s clients demand a specific accreditation and do not accept the accreditation result of the MRA signatories as equivalent;
e) An applicant, which  has branches in different countries or economies, requires that all its branches obtain CNAS accreditation；
f) Others.
4.3 In case the accreditation body in the country or economy of the applicant has not signed the mutual recognition arrangement with CNAS within the required scope of the applicant, CNAS will carry out accreditation activities of this applicant according to unified requirements no matter whether it has been accredited by the local accreditation body or not. With the consent of the applicant, CNAS:
a) will notify the accreditation body in the country or economy of the applicant that the applicant has submitted accreditation application to CNAS.
b) may invite the accreditation body in the country or economy of the applicant to assign people to the assessment team of CNAS as observers or assessors, or to perform a joint assessment with the objective of dual accreditation.
4.4. In case the accreditation body in the country or economy of the applicant has already signed the mutual recognition arrangement with CNAS within the required scope of the applicant, CNAS shall:
a) inquire whether the applicant is aware of the local accreditation body;
   b) suggest that the accreditation could be more economically if the applicant seeks accreditation from the local accreditation body;
c) inform the applicant that the local accreditation body has already signed the mutual recognition arrangement with CNAS and the accreditation results are equivalent.
When an applicant still insists on applying to CNAS for accreditation, CNAS will carry out accreditation of the applicant according to unified requirements and, with the consent of the applicant:
a) will notify the accreditation body in the country or economy of the applicant that the applicant has submitted accreditation application to CNAS.

b) may invite the accreditation body in the country or economy of the applicant to assign people to the assessment team of CNAS as observers or assessors, or to perform joint assessment with the objective of dual accreditation.
4.5 Conditions for Accepting an Application

The conditions for accepting application from cross-frontier applicants are the same as those for domestic applicants. It is required in principle that the submitted application form, quality manual and procedure documents and relevant materials are in either Chinese or English.
5. Fees

Cross-frontier applicants shall pay the accreditation fees according to the relevant provisions stated in CNAS-RL03 Rules for Fees on the Accreditation of Laboratories and Inspection Bodies.
6. Supplementary Articles

6.1 This Rules will be implemented after being reviewed by the Technical Committee for Laboratory Accreditation and Technical Committee for Inspection Body Accreditation and approved by CNAS Chief Executive.
6.2  The revision or nullification of this Rules shall go through the same procedure.
6.3 CNAS is responsible for the interpretation of this Rules.
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